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PREFACE... 


Do not publiſh theſe plain Di 
— * * 
„* FEES WW courſes, as if I thought them 5 
FI cel, or even fo much as to equal 
% which have already been pub- 
| liſhed on the ſame Subject. On the 
contrary, I always looked upon them in ſuch an 
inferior Light, that T could not. be prevailed 
on, though often aſſured by my Friends, who 
heard them from the Pulpit, that they were well 
ny of, and greatly defired to be made pub- 
c, till I had ſhewon them to a Reverend Per ſon, 
who, in the 6 rows of judicions Men, is a Man 
great Probity and undiſſembled Piety, good 
enſe, and true Learn 
ment I intirely rehed. | 
This worthy Perſon, after he had with great 
Attention heard them read, affirmed, that the 
Matter contained in them was good, and if com- 
municated to the World they might, through the 
Divine Bleſſing, be not only a Means to promote 
the preſent Intereſi and trueſt Happineſs of 


ng, and on whoſe Judg- 


Mankind, but alfo their future Glory and final = 


Felicity. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Hou far they may anſiuer theſe n 
pos and oroaluable 1 Ends, I cannot pretend to 


' ſay; but it ſhall be my. earneſt Requeſt to the 
Fountain of Life, that 115 may have this good 


Effect on the Hearts of all that read them, and 
likewiſe, that they may be inſtrumental in efta- 
bliſhing real Goodneſs, in/iead of the Appear- 
ance of it ; and fixing in the Mind the Power 


"no Godlineſs, inſtead aſ the Form thereof. 


I ben the Minds of Men are thus 2 in- 


emed; they will not lay hold of a. feu vifion- 
ary Notions, nor reſt ſatisfied with an imagin- 
. ary Scheme of Things ; which may ſerve to fill 


. the Head, but can neuer reform the Heart. Fur 
true Religi on terminates in Action, in tran- 
ſeribing the great Original 0 Purity in our 
Lives and Converſations: And .the Kingdom of 
God conſiſts not in 5 0 Obſervance of pun 
Rites, or ſuperficial Performances, but in 


Righteouſneſs —_ Peace and Foy in the Holy 


Gba. He that does not theſe Things ſo ſerves 
Chriſt that he is both I fo Cod and ** 
fitable to Men. 
Real Religion 1s ſeated i in the Heart, is diſ 
. covered by a regular and circumſpeci Behaviour, | 
and a conſtant Conformity to all the Precepts 4 
the: Goſpel, this brings Men to hearken to 1 
. moving Voice of undefiled Reaſon, and to obey 
the unerring Dictates thereof, till by degrees 
they are ſo charm'd with this heavenly Prin- 
ciple, and ſo delighted with the Practice of Vir- 
tue that they can find no true Felicity but in the 
Diſcharge of thoſe immutable Laws of Fuſtice 
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and Equity, and the Uſe of ſuch Means as ac 
in Conjunttion with our. rational Faculties, and 
are... deſigned to advance us in real Piety 


and Goodneſs. For | Holineſs is the Beauty of 


the Soul, the higheſt Prerogative of reaſonable 
Beings. It is the 2 of the Deity. The 
Employment of Angels, and will be the Exer- 
ciſe of glorified Spirits during the ſeveral Stages 


of their eternal Exiſtance. 
. Unleſs Men feel the Force of Truth in ſub- 
duing the turbulent Motions of the ſenſitive Ap- 
petites ; reſtraining their precipitant Wills, and 
conquering their vicious Aﬀettions, we ſhall 
never be able to maſter thoſe vile Paſſions, nor 
get the Victory over our bruitiſh Luſts, which 
are always ready to diſquiet and enflave us, and 
keep our Minds in ſuch a State of ſpiritual 
Bondage as will obſiruct our Endeavours after 
true Liberty, and retard us from entering into 
bis Service which is perfect Freedom, 
Let theſe Confiderations be Moti ues for us to 
remove every Impediment out of the Way that 


may binder us T8 diſcharging our Duty 
7 


faithfully; for then we ſhall neither feel much 
Interruption from within, nor meet with much 
Oppofitton from without ; but our Souls will be 
animated with Courage, and inſpired with Ac- 


tivity, and we ſhall be able to go on in the Paths 


of Virtue, with Chearfulneſs and Delight, by 
means of which our Senſes will be exerciſed on 
the great End and ultimate Defign of all our 
Actions, which is the Glory of God, and the 

Happineſs of Men. Likewiſe we ſhall be brought 


ts 


vi. PREFACE. 

to achnotwled, e that the erernal Sturce » 2 

Things is God. That we owe our v ms 
70 55 Ami 9575 Power, and our Subſtance 


his grol Feta. That we are the Work 
of his Hands, and our Preſervation nus de 4. 


bed to bis ai Cy __ 
Beneficence. 2 are fr 2 Gre: 
tures, * Dependance is 1228 

for e e we enjoy in this Lite. or Foy 
Jer in the next. Therefore univerſal Submiſſion 
and Obedience is due to him as the Origin of 


all, and we muft glorify God in our Bodies and 
our Spirits, Which are bis. 


Me firm Belief of a wiſe and juſt Provilihcd . 


that governs the World, ſoii d with a ſuitable 
Behaviour cannot fail of influencing our Lives 
in ſo powerful a Manner, ds 77 reſerve a calm 
and 'humble Diſpoſition of Spirit 2 God; 
and make us capable of maintaining a ſerene 
and equal Temper throughout our Deportment 
oY Men. This Faith will not only make 
ttiently ſubmit to the divine Pleaſure, but 
0 create Toy, when in and under the ſharpeſt 
7 rubulation. © — 
70 whomfoever theſs Diſcourſes: ſhall be thus 
2 they will feel the 1 acy of true Re- 
ligen on their Hearts, and t s will he brou 1 
70 bade N a Dy in the rad: ce of ** 
4 buf, 


when I ſpeak of Folie, I do not mean a bare Compliance 
with the external Part of Religion, but a real Conformity to 

the moral Perſections of God, as far as Creatures are capable 

of imitating their Creator ; for without that we cannot 

wue Happineſs, 


PRE F A C E. vli 


neß, that their Minds will be daily improv- 
ing in Hee ang . and 8 wil 
be purified and gradually prepared for a Dwe 
ien 1 (zlary end never fading Plaaſurem. 
Ait Reader is the bearty Proper of bim. 
who egrneſtly defires thy. Deliverance from the 


ruling Peper of Sin, that thou be free 
28 Te e God ear Seine in ol 


pngs.  . Then ſhall we walk confermable to the 
 Jyjungtens of. that unchangeable Law, which 

10 i all Reſpetts adapted to the Nature of every 

individual, and fa ſuited to the various Circum- 
Rances of each, chat whoever ſhall perſevere in 
4 diligent Performance of its Precept, fhall 
meet with the divine Approbation bere, be en- 
rolled in the Book of Life, and have bis Name 
recorded in the Annals of Futurity. If we are 
thus ſucceſsful in our Petitions to Heaven, we 
1 commence Citizens of a Kingdom where 
unmix'd Pleaſures never ceaſe, and unmingled 
Felicity knows no Period; the comfortable A, 
furance of which, will wonderfully ſupport our 
FJainting Spirits when we are about to leave 
this gloomy Seat, and greatly revive us at the 


Time wwe are putting off this Tenement of Clay; 


for then we ſhall exchange this known Valley of 


Tears for the peaceable Regions of Joy; there 


to be fix'd in a Manſion of everlaſting Ref, 
where immortal Spirits are chath'd with 
tbe bright Robes of ſpotleſs Purity, and entircled 


wꝛeitb the reſplendent Rays of eternal Ghry, thro | 
Wee ws the 


— bs 


vw PREFACE. 


the all-attoning | Blood of 6 our criified Saviour. 
Ort" S PORN. WIRE gt 


— 1 1 n ab * NY * * 
May that- inconpr oberifible "Bei ng which, 
HF Bog ith bir Pc, e A e 
Hrarts with bis Love, and aue n us un utter 


Abborrence' of all Sin ; ; Work im "us an 


miration of the Excellmey of bil ibu Sa 
ment, and make us ſo to delight in Praifng 
the Laws thereof, that in Conſequence of. fuch"a 
Condut?, we may with the divine \'Affiſtance be 
able to bold up our Heads with Jh; and tho” 
for the preſent we are oppreſ'd with Straits 
and Darkneſs; yet, let us wait-with humble 
Patience on bim who is good beyond our. Con- 
ceptions, till we arrive at the Kingdom of Light, 
where the Secrets of Providtes ſhall be un- 
folded to our then more enlarg'd Capacities ; 
and the Wonders of redeenting Mercy juſtly af- 


Played in fixing us in @ State of eternal Feli ei, 
through . Crif our Lord.” ers I IO 


Sedih will be ae . 


| T * 
By: the ſame AvTnoR, NOT" = 0 
| Diſcourſe ſhewing the a ent beweg Natural * 


5 Revealed Religion; wherein will be proved, the im- 
poffibility. of © Th a. real Friend to true Natural Religion, 
an at the ſame Time an Enemy to genuine Revealed Re- 
| — ; 


, 


The 


* 


The great Duty of Contentment 
and Reſignation to the Will of 


Gop de, e Ee. 


PHIL. i iv. 11. 


7 have learned in whatſoever State J am, there- 
with to be content, 


— 


Ontentment in every Circumſtance 
h of Life is a hard Leſſon, and a great 
X 


while in Learning; for it not only 
. 75 requires a ſteady co 25 Temper 
of Mind in our preſent Condition, 
but there muſt be an humble Piſ- 

poſition of Soul mixed with Patience, and a Kind 
of Chearfulneſs and free Submiſſion, with a Will 
reſigned to the Will of God; and to whatſover 
may befal us in the Courſe of his Providence for 
the future. In affliction, or want, in diſtreſs or per- 
ſecution, under the moſt preſſing evils, as well as 
the greateſt good: In a word, hard as this leſſun 
really is. and truly difficult as it appears to be; 

B 


yet 


(1) 


yet it muſt be learned, before we can have any 


_ tolerable comfort in this life 3 or inelination to 


ptepate for the next: ſor ſo long as out minds 
are reſtleſs or diſſatisfied, we ate unfit to ap- 

ch the throne of grace ; and intitely u 9 * 
ned for the everlaſting efoyment of God's 
s preſence, in the calm and peaceable reg 


Therefore let us endeavour to remove every 


Obſtruction out of the Way, that may hinder us 


from learning this important Leſſon, and not ſuf- 
fer either murmuring or repining to invade our 
Breaſts; leſt thoſe bitter Enemies of our Peace 
ſhould get the Advantage of, and deſtroy us: but 
if we would be fucceſsful in onr Attempts aginſt 
ſuch diſquieting Adverſaries, let us go immedi- 
ately to the Mercy-ſeat, and there earneſtly im- 
plor the Aids of the divine Spirit to aſſiſt us in 
ubduing them. For whenever the Father of 
mercies is pleaſed to grant us our requeſts, we 
ſhall then be able to go forward without inter- 
ruptian, in learning this moſt confortable lefſon; 
and not to give over till our hearts can ſpeak the 
apoſtle's language, and we can truly ſay, we have 
learned in whatſoever ftate we are in, to be therewith 
content. For I know, ſays he, how to be abaſed, and 
Tknow bow to abound ; every where, and in all things, 
Jam inſtructed both to he full, and to be hungry; both to 
abound and 10 ſuffer need: I can do all things thro' C 

wha Hrengtbneth mg. That is, he could not only 
learn — 1 leſſon, but this, or any other which God 
ſhould require of him, throug h the Aſſiſtance of 


Chriſt, by whom alone he bad been enabled to 


learn that mentioned in the text, in whatſoever 
ſtate he was in to be therewith chntent. 


And now I ſhall, with the divine aſſiſtance, be- 
gin to * a more W account of this - 
on 


(1) 
fon of contentment, and for the 5 of ons 1 
ſhall take the. lauen method: 


1. Shew what contentment: a 
5 N means it may be attained. 
y before you the happincſs of him who 
ſſeſſed of it. | 
IV. And Laſtly, Make ſuch obſervations on 
the advantages that do accrue to us by learn- 
ing this important leſſon, as may have a pro- 
per tendency to quicken our endeavours af- 
ter it. And ſo conclude, 


I, I propoſe to ſhew what contentment is. 


Contentment is not only an equal temper of 
mind in our preſent condition, but alſo. a free 
ſubmiſſive temper of ſoul, ready to bear with 
tience and humility, reſignation, and a chearful 
compliance, in whatſoever ſtate or condition God 
in his providence ſhall be pleaſed to place us for 
the future; whether painful or laborious, unſuc- 
cefsful or neceſſitous, without any inward reſent- 
ment or making any diſhonourable reflections on 
the juſtice and goodneſs of the divine Diſpoſer : 
fo that let his ſtation in life be ever ſo — — 
able to his nature, or ungrateful to his diſpoſition, 

he will not be diſpleaſed with it. 

Ile who has ſuch a virtuous turn of mind, 
will reſt contented under every diſpenſation of 
God's providence ; will own his goodneſs, and 
| acknowledge his wiſdom in the adminiſtration of 
it in adverſity, as well as; proſperity ; for if he 
is deprived of what he wants, and loſes what he 
has, Fe will commit himſelf and his affairs to the 
will of che Almighty ; whoſe goodneſs he is aſ- 
ſured of, and whoſe juſtice he does not doubt of : 
if he ſuffer in herons eſtate, or good name, it is no 


more 


| (12) 
more than what he expects; and therefore pati- 
ently bears with it, and reſts contented If he 
ſhould be reduced from the higheſt pitch of af- 
uence to the loweſt ſituation in life, or ſuffer by 
deſigning men who lay in wait to deceive him, he 
will make no other reflection than this, That the 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; bleſſed be 
: the name of the Lord: or, with good old Eb, II is 
the Lord, let him do what th him good. 
Again, if he ſhould be afflicted with any great 
calamity, and be treated with diſdain, he will not 
be diſcompoſed; or meet with contempt, he will 
not be provoked. It enemies inſult him, or friends 
forſake him; or pain and ſickneſs be growing 
upon him; or if, inſtead of compaſſion and aſſiſt- 
ance, he is upbraided and ridiculed 5 he will pa- 
tiently ſubmit to the will of his heavenly Chaſ- 
tiſer. Moreover, If among his adverſaries there 
is one which has the greateſt intereſt in his affec- 
tions, and who ought to throw a vail over his in- 
firmities, ſhould prove guilty of the vileſt trea- 
chery and baſeſt falſhood towards him; all other 
afflictions, but this laſt mentioned, comparitively 
(ſpeaking, touch only his body, but this wounds 
his very foul; {till he can bear himſelf up with 
ſuch a ſteady and humble temper of mind not to 
deviate from the laws of reaſon ; but will with 
the powerful help of divine grace be always found 
in the conſtant practice of 5 duty, and ſo en- 
tirely reſigned to the will of God, with humility 
and dependence, as truly to ſay with 70, Though 
he flay me, yet will I truſt in him; be alſo ſhall be my 
ſalvation: For à hypocrite ſhall not come before him, 
Job. xiii. 15, 16. Nothing ſhall make him caſt 
off his faith and hope in his God; being well aſ- 
ſured that all ſhall be made-up to him again either 
here or hereafter. This the royal Pſalmiſt has given 
* us 


(13) 

us full aſſurance of, P/aim- xxvii. 13. Fur 7 
2 he, unteſs I had believed, to ſee the 
Eibe Lord in the Land of the living. Wait on 
the. Lord, be of good r and ee e 
thine heart. 
In all aMiQtions the truly pious ſoul will look 

up to his God, and will with patience and reſig- 
nation wait the iſſue of his — from the 
conſideration of the manifold mercies and favours 
which he has already received, and the many 
evils which he muſt have ſuffered, if the kind Pa- 
rent of the univerſe, the indulgent Father of ſpirits, 
had not i ſed for his preſervation ; which 
will greatly revive his dejected mind, and wonder- 
fully fupport his ſinking ſpirit ; and therefore in 
times of the-greateſt diſtreſs, he will reaſon as Fob 
did, Shall we receive good from the nen and 
not receive evil? - 

In a word ; Whatſoever troubles or afflictions 
befal the good man in this liſe, ſenſible he is, that 
fin is the original cauſe of all, and that fiction 
ſpring not out of the duſt, but are ordered by the 
wiſe diſpoſer of all things, to cure the wounds 
which ſin has made; and to do that work for 
him which he could not do for himſelf, by reaſon 
of the depravity of his nature. Which things, 
Joined with the many advantages he receives when 

affliftions have their proper influence upon him ; 
as the mortification of his luſt, the = his 
paſſions, which before he had indulged,, and 


making them to act in due ſubordination to his 


reaſon; alſo the gaining a knowledge of himſelf, 
as far as he is able, and getting the victory over 


his inordinate deſires and corrupt affections, is a 
much nobler conqueſt than was ever gained by 
the mightieſt monarch, or greateſt hero: for the 
gn Woo "Oy" made was only” a temporal 

one; 


| 
| 
| 


6 40 
one; and- that which they gained, was but the 


addition of ſome little . earth to that which 


they were before poſſeſſed of ; or ſome. title of 
honour ; both which could continue no longer, 
at fartheſt, than this frail and periſhable life. 

gut to che patient and contented man. aMigions 
are of jnfinitely- greater advantage; for they take 
his mind off from earthly things ; and fix it more 
ſteadfaſtly on heavenly things; which gives him 
that ſolid peace, ſatisfaction, and comfort, which 
the world with all its gay and glittering pe 
cannot afford him. And the. regulating his pal- 
ſions, he eſteems one of the beſt means to bring 
him to an acquaintance with his Maker, and the 
gaining him an inheritance in that kingdom, 
which cannot decay with time, but will hold out 
through all the numberleſs ages of eternity. So 
that here is matter of joy and comfort to him, but 
no Juſt cauſe for diſcontent or impatience. 

For every truly humble ſoul is under the guid- 
ance and protection of God Almighty, who wil 
preſerve him from every thing that may be de- 
trimental or hurtful to ) his ſpiritual and eternal 
good; therefore, he looks upon the ſufferings of 
this preſent life as not worthy to be compared 
wha that glory which ſhall be revealed in him 
and that afflictions are but light things, ay nn is, 
light when compared with that everlaſting happi- 
neſs they are the means to procure ; and though 
for the preſent they are grievous, yet they are 
but for a moment; and will work out for him 2 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory: 
For as eve bath not ſeen, nor ear heard, fo neither has 
it entered the heart of man to conceive the things which 
c hath prepared for them that love him. 


A truly good man has ſuch a ſenſe of the Deir 
ty ry pr goodneſs on his mind, as will 
* 


him always gratefully to acknowledge, that 


his 


(is). 
his conſtant preſervation is wholly to be aſcrided 


to the and ity of the Almighty. 
This makes him fecretly to adore the divine mu- 
nificence for the proviſion which he has fo liberal- 
ly made for, and generouſly beſtowed u him, 
chat he cannot entertain any hard thoughts of pro- 
vidence, nor harbour in his breaft any unworthy 
notions of God's juſtice. The temembrance of his 
former dealings with him in his deliverance out of 
numberleſs and evils which he could neither 
foreſee nor prevent, will afford his mind inex- 


prefſible ſatisfaction, and cauſe him to juſtify the 


conduct of that Being who weighs our ſpirits in 
a ballance, and diſpoſes all things with the moſt 
conſurnmare- wiſdom and impartial diſtribution. 
Likewiſe, the many preſent bleſſings that he 
enjoys joined with the hopes of poſſeſſing all thoſe 
future mercies and undeſerved favours which he 
could neither expect nor claim any right to, but as 
the free gift of heaven, and effects of that love which 
this infinite, all-wiſe, and good Being bears to 
him and all his creatures; will ſupport him under 
the ſevereſt trials, and carry him through the 
heavieſt of all God's diſpenſations, with a degree 

of chearfulneſs and cornforrt. 
- Theſe things, the humble and contented mind 
meditates on, and looks up with joy to the tran- 
ſcendent Majeſty of God, who is a Being of infi- 
nite goodne — well as power, and in whom all 
perfections ſhine in their brighteſt and undimipiſh- 
ed luftre ; a Being, from whom he receives all he 
has, and all that he can have; a Being, which if 
he is careful to imitate in all his moral perfections, 
as far as tis nature is capable, and copy after this 
divine original according to his meaſure: he is 
aſſured that God will not do any thing that has 4 
tendency to make him unbappyi nor be the cauſe 
of making any of his creatures miſerable. - * 
ore 


may make of the benevolent purpoſes of the divine 


( 162) ) 


us perſevere, in well-doing ; ; and. TOTP 
all our actions may be — to and 
-.itent with thoſe eternal rules of righteouſneſs, 
aid down by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his word; 
and then, whatſoever evils may happen to us in 
this life, there. tn nothing that can either harm or 
injure us: for let what will befal us here, all will 
be made a means to oven our ſouls for a much 
better and more durable ſtate hereaſter.. 
By making proper reflections on the ad 
we receive from afflictions, and the diſcoveries we 


nature, and all its awful and adorable excellencies 
and perſections, from reaſon and revelation ; it will 
be impoſſible to diſcern any thing that is done by ſo 
gracious and lovely a Being as God ; who is full 
of goodneſs, and every thing that is amiable and 
delightful, but what tends to the perfecting our 


happineſs, and the ſecuring our preſent and final 


felicity. The contented man is ſatisfied, that if 


men would but put themſelves upon a ſtrict: and 


impartial enquiry, and examine into their own 
ways; they would ſoon find, that all the calami- 
ties and ſufferings of this preſent life, are but 
puniſhments juſtly due to them for their offen- 
ces; and therefore they can have no reaſon to 


complain or murmur againſt the ſeverity of pro- 


vidence. The chaſtiſements which our heavenly 
parent makes uſe off, are wiſely calculated for re- 
ſtraining us from the commiſſion of vice and im- 

roving us in the practice of virtue, that we may 
be delighted with the beauty of true goodneſs, 


and R. er with the excellency of the chriſtian 


morality. 

They are not intended by che Father of mer- 
cies purely to torment and vex us, -but they are 
deſigned to promote our ſpiritual and eternal "Felix 
city. Nay we are aſſured * the word of = 
je t 


d 


that God has the + tender and FP OO, 


J 


| for all his creatures; that he delights to do 
them good, and is not willing to afflict or grieve 
the children of men; but corrects us for our | 
fit, that we may be made rs of his Boll 
neſs, and that in the end all things ſhall work to- 
gether for good to them that that love God. 


Aſflictions preſerve in the good chriſtian's mind, 
ſuch an awful ſenſe of the divine power and good- 


neſs,” that they make him truly ſenſible he is but 


a poor dependent Being, intirely under the con- 
duct, and wholly under the care of an infinitely 
ſuperior one: one that knows our frame, and re- 
members that we are but duſt; and therefore will 
not forſake the work of his hands, but watch 
over us for will not omit any means that 
may advance or farther it. | 
Ihe truly contented mind is perfectly ſatisfied, 
that the God of conſolation has not been wanting 
in giving ſufficient proof of his love to mankind, 
and that he really deſigns to make us everlaſting- 
ly happy, that amazing inſtance of it in ſending 
his own Son to die for us, and to accept of his 
death as a ſacrifice and ſatisfaction for our ſins ; 
ſo that every true believer in Chriſt Jeſus, may 
juſtly . the apoſtle's reaſoning, and ſay, 
He that 3 t his — ſen, but freely delivered 
2 us all, how ſhall he not with him freely 
give us all things? that is, let us now doubt if 


we can of his kind intentions toward us, ſince ge 


hath not withheld his own Son, but delivered 
him up to death for our ſakes; a mercy ſo great 
in itſelf, and the effects of it ſo boundleſs and 
ſtupendous, that angels cannot comprehend the 
fulneſs of it. 

We can have no reaſon to queſtion. his good- 
neſe, who has been ſo infinitely gracious to us, 
as to give his beloved Son to be a propitiation for 
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fore let us perſevere; in well-doing ; g; and endea- 

vour that all our actions may be agreeable to and 
conſiſtent with thoſe eternal rules of righteouſneſs, 
laid down by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his word 
and then, —— evils may happen to us in 
this life, there is nothing that can either harm or 
injure us: for let what will befal us here, all will 
be made a means to r our ſouls for a much 
better and more durable ſtate hereafte. 

By making proper reflections on the ad 
we receive from afflictions, and the diſcoveries we 
may make of the benevolent purpoſes of the divine 
nature, and all its awful and adorable excellencies 
and perfections, from reaſon and revelation; it will 
be impoſſible to diſcern any thing that is done by ſo 
gracious and lovely a Being as God; who is full 
of goodneſs, and every thing that is amiable and 
delightful, but what tends to the perfecting our 

happineſs, and the ſecuring our preſent and final 
felicity. The contented man is ſatisfied, that if 
men would but put themſelves upon a ſtrict and 
impartial enquiry, and examine into their own 
ways; they would ſoon find, that all the calami- 
ties and ſufferings of this preſent life, are but 
puniſhments juſtly due to them for their offen- 
ces; and therefore they can have no reaſon to 
complain or murmur againſt the ſeverity of pro- 
vidence. The chaſtiſements which our heavenly 
parent makes uſe off, are wiſely calculated for re- 
ſtraining us from the commiſſion of vice and im- 
proving us in the practice of virtue, that we may 
be delighted with the beauty of true goodneſs, 
and charmed with the excellency of the chriſtian 
morality. 

They are not intended by the Father of mer- 
cies purely to torment and vex us, but they are 
defigned to promote our ſpiritual and eternal feli: 
city. Nay we are aſſured * the word of wy 
Rays t 


that God has the ** tender and cad 
regard for all his creatures; that he delights to do 
them good, and is not willing to afflict or grieve 
the children of men; but corrects us for our 
fit, that we may be made partakers of his Woll 
neſs, and that in the end all things ſhall work to- 
gether for good to them that that love Gd. 
Afflictions preſerve in the good chriſtian's mind, 
ſuch an awful ſenſe of the divine power and good- 
neſs, that they make him truly ſenſible he is but 
a poor dependent Being, intirely under the con- 
duct, and wholly under the care of an infinitely. 
one : one that knows our frame, and re- 
members that we are but duſt; and therefore will 
not forſake the work of his hands, but watch 
over us for good; will not omit any means that 
may advance or further it. | 
The truly contented mind is perfectly ſatisfied, , 
that the God of conſolation has not been wanting 
in giving ſufficient proof of his love to mankind, 
and that he really deſigns to make us everlaſting- 
ly happy, that amazing inſtance of it in ſending 
bis own Son to die for us, and to accept of his 
death as a ſacrifice and ſatisfaction for our ſins 
ſo that every true believer in Chriſt Jeſus, may 
juſtly 1 p the apoſtle's reaſoning, and ſay, 
He that ſpared not his — ſen, but freely delivered 
3 us: all, how ſhall he not with him freely 
give us all things? that is, let us now doubt if 
we can of his kind intentions toward us, ſince he 
hath not withheld his own Son, but delivered 
him up to death for our ſakes; a merey ſo great 
in itſelf, and the effects of it ſo boundleſs and 
ſtupendous, that angels cannot comprehend the 
fulneſs of 1 it.” && 2 a 
We can have no reaſon to queſtion his good- 
neſs; who has been ſo infinitely gracious to us, 
as to give his beloved Son to be a propitiation for 


C our 


(18). 


our fins, and not for ours only, but for the ſins 


of the world. We cannot reaſonably f r or 
think; PIT LY CIO is 
to our true happineſs, nor be any 


thing upon us, but what will incline us to ſeek 
after it, and be a means to prepare our ſouls for a 
bleſſed immortality in the bri ght and erde 
realms of futurity. 

And though it muſt be ed, that many vir- 
tuous heathens have endured very great ſuffer- 
ings with wonderful fortitude and courage; yet 
none have ever bore them with ſuch patience and 
reſignation as the diſciples of the meck and holy 
Jeſus; nor have any but they, ſuch a real and 


Wiid foundatibn: for bomort and ſatiiuction. 


For they have the moſt convineing light and clear - 
eſt evidence, as well as the greateſt reaſon to be- 
lieve, that the ſame Jeſus that died for their fins, 
is alſo riſen again for their juſtification, and is now 
ſeated at the right hand of the glorious majeſty of 
God, making interceſſionfor all his faithfulſeryants; 
that where he is there they may be alſo.” © 
This is that which raiſes their ſouls above all 
inferior conſiderations, and poſſeſſes their minds 
with ſo deep a ſenſe of God's love, that they are 
fo far from arraigning his providence,that they will 
not make the leaſt unbecoming refleftions on his 
Juſtice, nor on any of his other attributes. And 
although their condition may be very perplex- 
ing, and their ſtate ſo very calamitous, as to 
make them afraid, and they may have ſuch a paſ- 
Gonate ſenſe of their ſufferings, as may cauſe — 
to break out into that moving language which 
ated nature teaches; yet they will not im- 
peach the equity of providence, nor attempt to leſ- 
ſen his goodneſs who has often turned their great- 


e ans and Wee ery moſt grievous 


Aeon 


E 
affictions a means of conveying to them the beſt 
of bleſſings. | 

This is that which ſilences all their clamours, 
and makes them to have ſuch a profound vene- 
ration for the wiſdom of their Creator, that they 
will for ever admire it. This will cauſe them to 
adore his goodneſs, and magnify his juſtice, in 
ſending affliftions to correct their miſtakes and 
daily failings; which otherwiſe they might have 
been too apt to paſs by as not worth regarding. 
Therefore they are not uneaſy at them, nor im- 
patient under them, however they may thwart 
their natural inclinations or worldly advantages; 
they will neither murmur nor complain againſt 
God, but will reſt ſatisfied: with every thing that 
he does, being well aſſured that whatever is done 
by ſo all-wiſe and good a Being as God i is, muſt 
be for the beſt. 

And for our farther comfort under the various 
troubles and calamities which we meet with in 
this life; we may learn from God's own word, 
that nothing can befal us but what is from the im- 
mediate hand of God, or by his permiſſion; and 
that he will not ſend any thing to us, but what 
has a tendency to ſecure our happineſs in this life, 
and prevent our miſery in the next, if we ſtudy 


to approve ourſelves to him in righteouſneſs and 
true holineſs. 


The conſideration of theſe things will make 
every good man's behaviour under trouble com- 
poſed, his countenance ſerene, his mind ſo quiet 
and calm, that he will ſuffer no tumultuous paſ- 
ſions to crowd in -· upon him, nor permit any diſ- 
orders to. interrupt the tranquillity of his ſoul; 
rk is 2 bearing in mind the wiſe ends and 


3 and the kind intentions of 
u fes heavenly F ather, in ſending afflictions which 
are deſigned to wean him from the love of this 


preſent 
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reſent evil world, and to take him off from plac- 


Aung his affections on any of its tranſitory enjoy- 


ments. 1 8. 

By this means, the mind becomes fixt on more 
noble and laſting objects, which will cauſe it full 
to diſcover the emptineſs and inſufficiency of all 
things here below, for affording the ſoul any real 
ſatisfaction, and the impoſſibility of every thing 
that is of a mortal nature, to ſatisfy the large an 
capacious deſires of that which is immortal. No, 
the whole circle of human pleaſures will not alle- 
viate the troubles of the mind, nor give one mo- 


ments eaſe to a ſoul in diftreſs. Nothing but 


God, and communion with him, can give the 


- foul that ſound peace, ſatisfaction, and content- 


ment, it is in the purſuit of. 
The things of the world promiſe fair, but 


prove deceitful; they captivate us firſt with their 


charms, and bring us to acquieſce with their en- 
ſnaring inſinuations, cauſe us to yield to their un- 
profitable amuſements; make us ſo eagerly to 
purſue their inſatiable diverſions, that at length 
we become weary of following the painful and diſ- 


quieting chaſe; and then inſtead of affording us 


aſſiſtance they fly away and leave us in great per- 
plexity ; — God will not deceive us; he will 
abide by us, and we may rejoice in his holy com- 
forts. God will give us every thing that is good 
{or us, and fill the craving deſires of our minds 
with ſubſtantial pleaſure and folid ſatisfaction, 
which no created Being can deprive us of. 

The mind of a truly contented Man has his 
deſires ſo ſuited to his condition, that no future 
contingencies will make him uneaſy; for he has 
a never-failing ſpring of comfort that is peculiar 
to the righteous, and a pleaſure which none but 
ſubmiſſive ſouls ever enjoy. And though many 
good men may labour under great afflictions, 

Oy | yet, 


(21) 

yet, this virtuous diſpoſition of mind will take 
off their keenneſs, and greatly abate their ſmart. 

A good chriſtian is ſo far from murmuring or 
being diſcontented under his affliction, that from 
the ſerious conſideration of the many great ad- 
vantages he has gained by them, they will raiſe 
in his ſoul thankſgiving and praiſe to the father 
of mercies, for his kind viſitation z and will with 
the devout Pſalmiſt ſay, That it was good for him 
that he had been afflifted; for by them he had learnt 
God's law.  , 
By them we are often awakened out of the lethar- 
| 2 of ſin, and brought to the Practice of our duty; 

y them our ſouls are purified, and with the help 
of the divine ſpirit, are made fit for the heaven 
ſtate; by them, we are put into the path whi 
leads to the realms of light and bleſſedneſs, where 
neither murmuring nor diſcontent ever has, or 
ever will enter. | | 
There is no condition in life, be it ever fo ſe- 
vere, to a mind truly reſigned to God, that will 
be any diminution to its true happineſs, for he is 
fed with that hidden manna which our Saviour 
has promiſed to all thoſe that overcome the world ; 
and refreſhed with the inward comforts of divine 
2 This makes him not only ſatisfied with 

is preſent condition, but his mind is prepared 

with contentment, to bear whatſoever adverſe ſtate 
God, in his good providence, ſhall be pleaſed to 
place him in for the future. Thus I have ſhewn 
what contentment is. r 


II. I am now in the Second place to ſhew, by 
what means we may obtain this happy temper 
of mind. \ | rf; * 
1. By Repentance towards God, which is a 
hearty ſorrow for our ſins paſt, with ſincere de- 
ſires, and holy reſolutions of forſaking them, and 
C 5 Per- 


. 

ene in our duty for the future. And by 

aith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; truſting in him 
for the pardon: of our offences, and the ſtrength- 
ning us with the aids of his grace, that we may 
be inabled to withſtand, the temptations of the 
devil, and to repel whatfoever evils he may throw 
in our. way, to prevent our reliance on our Maker, 
and ta obſtruct our. progreſs in all thoſe chriſtian 
graces and virtues, that tend to promote our in- 
ward peace and happineſ . Wo 

2, By conſtant reading of the eu. 
joined with fervent Prayer offered up to God in 
the name and mediation of his bleſſed Son Chriſt 
Jeſus, for the enlighting our minds, for a more 

rfe& underſtanding of his ſacred word, and in- 
uencing our wills by his holy Spirit, that we may 


not comply with the treacherous enticements of 


the world without, nor yield to the deceitful ſug- 
geſtions of our own. hearts within; nor be hurrie 
on to the commiſſion of any evil, by the violence. 
of any of our. unruly paſſions ; but let us truſt in 
the Lord, and. be doing good, and commit our- 
ſelves unto him, as unto a faithful Creator; for 
in His hands we are much ſafer than in our 
23. By remembring to frequent the houſe of 
God; where we may join with the aſſemblies of 
his people in offering up our ſpiritual ſacrifices of 
prayer and praiſes to the Tan enden Majeſty of 
aven, in ſuch a manner as becomes poor frail crea - 
tures to their great Creator; by owning our weak - 
neſſes, and acknowledging his power and neſs, 
and our dependence upon him for the ſupply of. 
our wants, relief in our neceſſities, and ſupplies of 
his grace to inable. us to bear with patience, reſig- 
nation, and a ready compliance, whatſoever. af- 
flictive circumſtances God, in his all-wiſe provi- 


. dence, 
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dence, ſhall be pleaſed to place us in for the time 
Gs. Cn Nan As) len do 
In che houſe of our God we may offer up our 
unfeigned praiſes and thankſgivings in the woft 
ſolemn manner, to the God in whom ve live, move, 
and have our beings and who is the author of all 
the bleſſings we injoy or hope for; and without 
without whoſe upholding power we cannot ſubſiſt 
one moment; this is a! God to whom we may 
preſent our ſincere praiſes and thankſgivings for 
the mercies we have already received, and make 
our humble acknowledgements for the liberal pro- 
viſion he' has made for us, and his conſtant care 
and watchfull providence over us; but above all, 
for that amazing and unparalleled regard-which 
he has ſhown' for our everlaſting felicity.in ſending 
his beloved Son to declare his willingneſs to be re- 
conciled to us, and his readineſs to receive us into 
a ſtate of favour with him; and the giving us ſuf- 
ficient grace for the ſanctifying our natures, and. 
perfecting the great work of our redemption; _ . . 
In that holy place we may hear his word ex- 
plained, and the duties of the Chriſtian life inforredy 
there we may Join with the faithful, and com- 
memorate the Death and Paſſion of our dear Re- 
deemer, and the ineſtimable benefits that do ac- 
crue to us thereby; by ſpiritually feeding our 
ſouls with the moſt. precious body and blood of 
our crucified Lord and Saviour; all which duties 
if performed with a deep ſenſe of our vileneſs and 
unworthineſs, and a juſt ſenſe of God's goddneſ 
and free mercy, will be accepted by him as agrate- 
ful tribute of praiſe ; and be a means of recom» 
mending us to the divine approbation, _ ........ 

3. By being frequent in the great and impor- 
tant duty of prayer, I mean that prayer Which is 
offered up to God in ſecret, where no ear can hear 
us but his, nor no eye ſee us but that piercing 


2 * 


| how tenderly they are called 35 
ay 


to, with the many dangers and miſeries to which 


(24) A 
1 the heart, pervades the mind, 
d beh the moſt ſecret receſſes and hidden 

No the ſoul that is thoroughly ſenſible of her 
wants, and inability to ſupply them; and that all 
things here below are of too fluctuating a nature 
to be depended upon, or ever truſted to, for the 
fatisfying the deſires of an immortal ſpirit, or af - 
fording any happineſs that is proportionable to it; 
needs no argument: nor wants any motives to per- 
ſuade her to apply to God for help, or petition 
the Almighty for his heavenly aſſiſtance. * 
If men were really affected with the weakneſs 
of human nature, and had a feeling ſenſe of their 
dependence upon divine providence, joined with 
a conſciouſneſs of being unable to help themſelves 
without his gracious aid, their own preſſing ne- 


ceſſities are ſufficient inducement to make them not 


only agree to the reaſonableneſs of this 8 of 
prayer, but alſo to ſee the abſolute neceſſity of it: 
and be glad of every opportunity to perform it. 
They would eſteem it an unſpeakable privilege, 
that ſuch ſinful creatures as we, wno are a com- 
pound of duſt and aſhes, of fleſh and ſpirit, may 
at any time have free recourſe to ſo immenſely, 
great, glorious'and good a Being as God; but 


much more inconceivably ſo, when. they conſider 

„ and lovingly 
invited to come to him; and lay before him all 
their wants, acquaint him with all their ſorrows, 
and unburden their ſouls before him, that they 
may meet with ſuitable relief and comfort under 
the heavieſt load of afflictions, and even when 
every thing elſe turns aginſt them. 
And that we may the more clearly ſee the ne- 
ceſſity of performing this weighty duty of prayer, 
let us take a view of the troubles man is ſubje&t 


* 


he 


he is frequently expoſed; He is liable 20 many 
evils and miſeries, which he can neither prevent 
nor redreſs. He is full of wants which he cannot 
ſupply, and compaſſed about with infirmities 
which he can never remove, and obnoxious to 
dangers which he can never ſufficiently” provide 
againſt. He is apt to grieve for what he cannot 
help, and eagerly to deſire what he is never likely 
to obtain. Man walketh in a vain ſhew, and diſ- 
quieteth himſelf in vain: He is ſurrounded with 
troubles, and in danger of being preſſed down 
with the weight of adverſe occurrences. - Man is 
liable to many miſchiefs, and continually expoſed 
to misfortunes. Sometimes we ſhall fee him la- 
bouring under ſome heavy calamity, ſcarce able 
to bear up his ſpirit : At other times we may be- 
hold him under great uneaſineſs of mind, and de- 
jected with a load of ſorrow. Friends probably 
will forſake him when he ſtands moſt in need of 
their aſſiſtance ; and his enemies are very likely 
to add to the burden of his afflictions by triumph- 
ing over him; or he may be left in ſuch bitter- 
neſs of griet, that he knows not how to lift up his 
head, nor where to find any reſt or comfort for 
his ſoul ; and' though theſe evils may not happen 
to every one, yet theſe and many more we are 
continually expoſed to; and can have no ſecurity 
againſt them but from Gt. hat 
Therefore the only means we poſſibly can make 
. Uſe of to eſcape thoſe evils, or be ſupported» un- 
der them, is frequent, humble, and earneſt prayer 
to God, with a profound reſignation of ourſelves 
to him, leaving the event of our petitions to his 
good pleaſure ; that if it ſhould not be his will 
to keep us from the miſeries and diſtreſſes to 
which we are daily and hourly expoſed, but ſhould 
ſuffer us to fall into thoſe many evils and cala- 
mities which we have too juſt reaſon to fear, he 
D would 
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would be pleaſed to ſtrengthen our faith, that we 


may live in an entire dependance upon him, and 
never truſt to any thing elſe for our preſervation 
and protection; but may be always looking up 
to him, and pouring out our ſouls before him; 
that our minds may be fortified with divine grace, 
and our hearts prepared for every diſpenſation of 
his providence; and that we may be poſſeſt with 
parience and contentment in the dark and gloomy 


ſeaſon of adverſitix. 


I haye the longer inſiſted upon this duty of 
prayer, as firmly believing that there is not any 
thing that will contribute more to the inward 
peace and happineſs of the mind, than the con- 
ftant and regular performance of it; when it is 
Joined with faith in the power, wiſdom, and good- 
neſs of God. For it will not only procure us a 
degree of grace . proportionable to the weight of 
our afflictions, which will cauſe us to look up to 
God with joy, in the certain expectation of that 
eternal life which he has promiſed to all who pa- 


tiently wait for it; but it will alſo keep us in ſuch 


an humble frame and temper of mind, as will diſ- 
poſe us in all our troubles to fly immediately, and 
in earneſt to God for ſuccour z and with ſubmiſ- 
ſion and reſignation to wait his good pleaſure, _ 

Likewiſe it will cheriſh and keep alive the ſeed 
of divine grace which God has planted in our 
fouls, and inable us to maintain that ſpiritual 


communion that is between God and us, which 


will be infinitely more to our advantage and ſa- 
tisfaction in the cloudy day of diſtreſs and forrow, 


than in all the tranſitory enjoyments of this periſh- 


n 8 

Laſtly, I would again recommend to you the 
reading the holy ſcriptures; which I look upon as 
a very. great means for attaining this happy tem- 
per of mind, when it is joined with earneſt prayer 


to 


(27) 

to God, that he would be pleaſed to accompany 
the reading of them with his holy fpirit; that 
they may be — rt on y hearts, and their 
| precepts may have their due force and in- 
fluence on Gd minds ; that we may de 0 in 
the conſtant practice of all thoſe dutics which 

they have injoined, as the means neceſſary to our 
happineſs here in this world, and to fit us for the 
everlaſting enjoyment of God himſelf in the next. 
And that they may be effectual to thoſe heavenly 
purpoſes ; we muſt always make them the rule of 
our faith and manners, and aſſiduouſſy apply our- 
ſelves to God, for the aids of his grace to confirm 
us more ſtedfaſtly in the belief of thoſe great and 
precious promiſes, that are contained in them; 
and are made to all ſuch as obey their divine in- 
ſtructions. * - | 
So that whenever we have recourſe to the ſacred 
pages, it may be for words of comfort ro our 
fouls, and directions how to behave with patience 
and contentment under all the troubles and evils 
that may befal us in this uncertain life: If we do 
ſo, then we may be truly ſaid to uſe them for the 
purpoſe for which they are originally given us by 
God, and this word will be 4 &ght unto our feet, 
and a lamp unto our paths; it will both direct and 
comfort us through this vale of miſery, by giv- 
ing us proper directions how we may, in a 
meaſure, eſcape che evils in it; and afford us 
comfort, by aſſuring us, that God will ſupport 
us under the greateſt hardſhips and miſeries chat 
may befal us, in our paſſage through this danger- 

ous ſtate, to the haven of reſt and happineſs. 

And were the duties which I have mentioned 
under this ſecond head, ſincerely and conſtantly 
_ practiſed, they would not only bring us to an ac- 
quaintance with ourſelves, and to an impartial 
examination of our own ways; by which means 
we ſhould learn that fin is the true cauſe {4 

| 2 


— 


628) 
all our miſery, but we ſnould alſo diſcern the juſ- 
tice and equity of God's proceedings with the ſons 
of men; and no longer complain of providence 
for puniſhing us for our iniquiries far leſs than we 
deſerve; or revile his adminiſtration in the go- 


vernment of che world, for witholding thoſe things 


from us that he knows would be moſt hurtful to 
us. We ſhould admire his patience in bearing 
with us after ſo many repeated and long provo- 
cations, when we are ſo worthy of puniſhment. 


We ſhould- adore: and reverence him for beſtow- 


ing thoſe good things, on ſuch rebellious creatures 
as we are, who are utterly undeſerving of them. 
And whatſoever puniſhment God Almighty 


may inflict on any of his creatures, it is not al- 


ways to be looked upon as the effects of his an- 
ger, but much rather of his love; and that ten- 
der compaſſion which he bears to all the children 
of men, and more eſpecially thoſe that are in co- 


venant with him; that is, thoſe that are under 


his immediate care and protection, are become 
the objects of his love, a made heirs of the grace 
of life which is in Chriſt Jeſus. Theſe are they 
to whom he has promiſed that all things ſhall work 
together for good; and that he will never leave them, 
nor forſake them. And though their affliftions were 
great, yet. the deſign that God had in chaſtiſing 
them, was to calm their unruly paſſions, that they 


might ſee the great evil of ſin, diſcover the dan- 


gerous precipice of vice, and be the means of pre- 
ſerving them from a much more dreadful puniſh- 
ment hereafter. : 
Such an Idea of providence as this, and con- 
forming our lives to the rules of the goſpel, with 
a full truſt and dependance on God, and a firm 
belief in him, as the ſovereign Lord of the world, 
and ſupream Diſpoſer of all events, and that his 


tender mercy is over all his works; with a well- 


grounded 


| ( 29 ) 
grounded faith in his promiſes,” wilt make us con- 
tent in any ſtate, ſubmiſſive in every change, and 
obedient to all his commands. Hit: 
Having now ſhewn what the means are by which 
we may attain this contentedneſs of mind; I am 
in the third place to ſpeak of the happineſs that 
_ naturally follow all ſuch perſons as arc indued 
with it. 6 dy. 2 613.1] 
III. In men there are ſuch ſtrong inclinations 
to happineſs, that all who partake of the human 
nature, from the greateſt Prince to the meaneſt 
ſlave, from the moſt knowing Philoſopher to him 
who is the moſt void of underſtanding z every one 
has a thirſt for felicity, and vehemently deſires to 
.come to a participation of it. Happineſs is the 
enquiry of all intelligent beings, and they have 
ſuch a living ſenſe of the want thereof, that it puts 
them upon forming various ſchemes of action for 
the obtaining it. "1 
But the misfortune is, men too often purſue the 
ſhadow or appearance of felicity with more ardour 
than they do that which is real and ſubſtantial. 
They by degrees alter the temper of their ſouls, 
and do ſo abandon rational delights for the falſe 
pleaſures of ſenſuality, that their affections are 
wholly taken up with terrene objects; and their 
underſtanding is employ'd in gratifying the lower 
appetites : By which means earthly ſatisfactions 
prevail over ſpiritual and immortal joy; fo that 


they are not likely to acquire true bleſſedneſs, nor 


ever come to the enjoyment of it. 
No, Happineſs is not to be found in any other 
path than that of meekneſs, humility, and ſelf- 
denial; there we may be ſure to meet with it, if 
we walk on in it to the end in righteouſneſs and 
true holineſs, and in the ſincere practice of virtue 
and real religion: For the haughty and imperious 
man cannot attain it; the avaritious mind! 
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rly unacquainted with it ; and thoſe that abound 
2 and can command all the pleaſures and 
enjoyments of the world, are very often greater 
ſtrangers to it, than the meaneſt peaſant: Nay, for 
the moſt part, there is more true happineſs 
in the breaſtof a mean ſhepherd, than is to be found 


in him that wields the ſepter. 


The voluptuous Epicure, makes his happineſs 
to conſiſt in the ing his luſt, and indulging 
his ungovernable paſſions, and pleaſing his ſenſu- 
al appetites; but this is the happineſs of a beaſt, 
and not of @ rational and intelligent being; for he 
that has nothing elſe to glory in but the gratificati- 
on of his ſinful luſts and paſſions, puts himſelf up- 
on a level with the brute creation. In a word; 
Whatſoever pleaſures or enjoyments the ſenſualiſts 
may boaſt of, they are no other than what are 
common to the brute, and ſo long as he retains 
ſo great an affection for ſenſuality, he muſt for 


ever remain a ſtranger to true Felicity. But we 


will ſuppoſe him in the poſſeſſion of all the en- 
Joyments that this world affords; they are at beſt 
but a round of inſipid pleaſures, or a dull repe- 
tition of the ſame thing over again. And, if we 


may believe the experience of one who had as 


great a ſhare of them as any of the ſons of men, 
and had been converſant with every ſcene of life, 
and filled the higheſt ſtation in it; He pronoun- 


ces them all but vanity and vexation of ſpirit. 


And impoſſible it is that any ſenſual. pleaſures 
ſhould be otherwiſe; for being mingled with fo 


many bitter ingredients, they will cauſe a great 


deal of trouble and ſorrow ; but will never pro- 
cure us that ſound peace or ſatisfaction which we 
are in the Poet of. And what is much worſe, . 
too great familiarity with them, will keep us from 
gaining an acquaintance with thoſe more ſublime 
and ſpiritual delights, which are the pleaſures = 


| (81:4 
the mind, and the lory of a reaſonable creatuve 7 
by which he is diſt uiſhed from the beaſts that 
iſh. 
dees det di art fog, and that } inefs 
is not to be found in any finful courſe ; and, that 
all ſuch as ate pleading ioe.ths-exnſe of fenſolticy; 
are at the greateſt diſtance from true felicity, and 
are never likely to come to the enjoyment of it; 
thete are none but humble and contented minds 
chat know what happineſs is, or ever feel the plea- 
ſures of it; that is, none but ſuch p as have 
poem en up themſelves to God, are obedient to his 
ubjedt to his will, directed by his wiſdom 3 
— are — by the aſſiſtance of divine grace, 
to be governed by him, and wholly to depend 
upon him, for whatever they ſtand in need of. 
Patiently to endure, and contentedly to acquieſce 
in whatſoever his providence ſhall inflict, or how- 
ever he may diſpoſe of them for the future. 
Minds thus reſigned to God, are not only free 
from all diſtracting thoughts, which ſtretch and 
rack the minds of men; and all imaginary evils, 
which are very often as bad, if not worſe than 
' real ones; and from moſt of the troubles and 
anxieties of life, which perplex uneaſy and diſcon+ 
| tented ſpirits. But there naturally follows ſere- 
nity of mind, with inward peace, ſatisfaction, and 
1 ; together with ſecret pleaſure and de- 
— inging up in their hearts, which they 
ore all external enjoyments, thouglve ever 
E Gael over. 

This is the happineſs that follows contentment; | 
and a greater none can be poſſeſt of, while they 
continue on this ſide the grave. For what greater 
happineſs can we deſire to have, while we abide 
in this mortal ſtate z which is ſubject to many 
changes, and liable to various alterations, than tio 
tiave a mind equal to every condition; in proſ- 


perity 


(32). 
not tõ ſoar too high; in adverſity not to 
too low not to be exalted with a large for- 
tune, nor depreſſed with a narrow one; but al- 
ways to live as thoſe who depend entirely upon 
God, who is the fountain and ſpring of hap- 
pineſs, and from whom we derive whatever Por- 
tion we enjoy of true felicit. : 

The happineſs which we receive on God, has 
Kick à divine power and energy attending it, chat 
it will in a great meaſure” clear the mind of all 
thoſe diſorderly agitations of the paſſions, which 
will interrupt its tranquility, and diſturb that re- 
poſe and confidence it places in God, and that 
| firm reliance on him, for whatſoever bleſſings | we 
enjoy. It will likewiſe take us off from that 
anxiouſneſs after what we have not, and probably 
what we are never likely to have; and bring us 
to the comfortable enjoyment of fuch things as 
we are in the poſſeſſion of. 

This happineſs has ſuch a tranſcendent catdcls 
in it, that will raiſe our ſouls above the fading and 
fleeting enjoyments of this changeable world, and 
bring us from earth to heaven; to a devout at- 
tendance upon God, who is a perpetual ſource of 

pineſs; and to the contemplation of ſuch 
bright and glorious objects, as we ſhall be happy 
in the enjoyment to all eternity. 

This joy and happineſs is 90 v incom arably great 
ad excellent, that it is not to be found among 
any of the creatures, but only in the Creator, ws 
is God over all, bleſſed for evermore. And he is the 
Author of all the happineſs created Beings enjoy : 
And the manner in which it is received by them, 
is by communication from him, and though it is 
conveyed ſecretly into their ſouls, yet it ſprings 
from an inexhauſtable fountain, that will be in 


them à <vell of water ſpringing up into eternal life. 


- i © | AP SY 
This happineſs is quite different from that o 


the world; which is thort and tranſitory, uncer - 


tain and precarious, . groſs and unſatisiactory ; a 
circle of giddy fluctuating tranſports, of mean 
contemptible things, when compared with that 


eternal peace and comfort which comes from 
God; who is the ſource of happineſs and center 


of reſt, the ſtay and ſupport of the whole creation. 

- The happineſs which ſprings from God is per- 
manent 1 laſting, and will remain with us when 
we ſtand in need of it; when lying on the bed of 


ts ; it will abide by us wnen on the verge of 
1 


under the agonies of death. It will accompany 


our naked ſpirits into the other world, into new 


and ſurpriſing realms of light and bleſſedneſs, and 


continue with us when our ſouls ſhall ſtand before 


the throne of God, waiting for the perfecting our 
happineſs, and conſummating our joy, in the re- 
viving preſence of the ever glorious God, and 


with the bleſſed Jeſus, who is the mediator of a ' 


new covenant ; and with the auguſt afſembly of an- 
gels, and the ſpirits of juſt men made perfell. 2 
' This is that joy and happineſs which is the ef- 
fect of contentment, or 22 one who places all his 
truſt and confidence in God, and is ſatisfied with 
that proviſion which is made for him by the kind 
hand of providence; and though ſometimes it 
may be very ſparing and ſmall, yet he has that 
always within him which is infinitely more valu- 
able and of greater comfort to him, than any out- 
ward circumſtances can poſſibly make him, were 
they ever ſo proſperous and flouriſhing: For he 
has the inward conſolation. of the ſpirit of peace, 
and feels within himſelf the ſecret and ineffable joys 
of the Holy. Ghoſt z by which he is made truly 
ſenſible that the ways of God are ways of pleaſant- 
225 > ; E 


neſs, 


ſickneſs, it will revive and chear our languiſhing 


fe; and ſupport and comfort us when in, and 
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ws, and that all his pal hs are peace. And though 


he. were ſtripped of all external enjoyments, or 


deprived of all outward felicity, yet he poſſeſſes all 


things, as the apoſtle. ſpeaks ; that is, he is poſſeſt 


of the true and ſubſtantial riches, the riches of the 
mind, and his foul is cloathed with all the beauti- 
ful and charming graces and virtues of the chrift- 
ian life; that is, innocency, integrity, real good- 
neſs, and true piety, with a hope full of a bleſſed 


immortality. 


And till men become thus inwardly affected 
with the ways of God, and make his ſervices 
their chief delight and pleaſure ; they may talk 
of pleaſures, and enjoyments, as an excellent Pre- 


late of our church ſays, but no man ever truly 


found them, till he became acquainted with 
God, and was made ſenſible of his love, and 
<< partaker of his ſpiritual favour ; and lived in 
4 wh entire friendſhip and communion with 
ious author, ſpeaking of the bleſſedneſs of 
baſe Td who maintain 33 with God, 
by acts of virtue and religion, ſays, How hap- 
< 18 an intelligent Being, who by prayer and me- 
< titation, by virtue and good works, opens this 
communication between God and his own foul ? 
* Though the whole creation frowns upon him, 


- and all nature looks black about him, he has 


* his lights and ſupports within him; that are 
* able chear his mind, and bias bins up in the 
<<. midſt of all thoſe horrors which incompaſs him. 
* He knows that his helper is at hand, and is al- 
ways nearer to him than any thing elſe can be, 
* which is capable of terrifying or annoying 
him: In the midſt of calumny or contempt he 
“ attends. to that Being who. whiſpers better 
* things within his ſoul, and whom he looks 


“ upon as his defender, his glory, and the lifter 


« up 


2 | 

up of his head. In his deepeſt ſolitude and 
5 retirement, he knows that he is in company 
«© with the greateſt of Beings, and perceives 
<« within himſelf ſuch real ſenfations of his pre- 
<<" ſence, as are more delightful” than any thing 
that can be met with in the converſation of his 
<« creatures. Even in the hour of death, he con- 
« fiders the pains of his diſſolution to be nothing 
<« elſe but the breaking down of that partition 
c which ſtands betwixt his ſoul, and the light of 

* that Being, who is always preſent with him, 
« and is about to manifeſt itſelf to him in ful- 
neſs of joy.“ 

If we would be thus ENVOY muſt take great 
heed that we do not ſeparate ourſelves from the 
love of God which is in Chriſt Jeſus, by fixing 
our minds on any thing here below, and ſeeking 
for true heppinck in any other ways or means 
than thoſe that are appointed by him. 

But if we would continue in his favour, ' we 
muſt reſign ourſelyes to him, and evere in 
wellt-doing ; we muſt make the practice of virtue 
and true religion our greateſt delight, and never 
propoſe any real happineſs to ourſelves, but what 
we derive from thence; nor look for any ſound 
peace or durable joy, but what we receive 
the ſweet and comfortable influences of divine 
grace, and a participation of the divine"natute z 
that is; from a likeneſs to God, and a conformity 
to him in holineſs, who is a moſt pre N 


a fect Being. 


If we do ſo, then ſhall we ee hap- 
pineſs which God is the author of ;'a hopplnck 
that is tranſcendently great and glorious, and as 
far excels all the pleaſures and en 
lower world, as the light of the fun, when hining 
in his meridian brightneſs, does that of the moon: 
ſo chat. the foul, when it * of ces 


leſtial 


of this > 


moſt comfortable leſſon, as may tend to quicken 
our endeavours after it; and fo conclude, 


( 360) / 


leſtial pleaſures, and is made truly ſenſible of their 


real worth and excellency, before it can be prevailed 
on to part with them, muſt offer the greateſt 
violence to its reaſon, do deſpite to the ſpirit of 
grace, and cauſe a moſt bitter conflict in the in- 
ward man; which will greatly endanger its ever- 
laſting felicity ; and this it is determined not to 
do, nor run the hazard of, for the ſake of any of 
the glittering, but periſhable n 8 of this 
uncertain life. 

And though the humble mind may meet 
with many diſcouragements from perlevering 
in his duty, and have many temptations thrown 
in his way to draw him from it: Many ſpecious 
and plauſible pretences offered to keep him from 
adhering to it, by deſigning and wicked men; yet 
he is reſolved, by the aſſiſtance of that divine Spi- 
rit which he has always had moſt experience of 
in times of difficulty and trouble, never to depart 
from it; but will reſt content in any ſtate, be ſa- 
tisfied with any condition, that providence ſhall ap- 
point for him, fo that he may be enabled to keep 
that peace of mind, and retain that joy in heart, 
— de world cannot give, nor, with all its de- 
luding charms and paultry OST RE can ever 


take from him, 


1 have ſhewn what that Sears is which fol- 
lows contentment, and that none 1 be truly 


happy but ſuch as are poſſeſt of it. I am now, in 
the fourth place, to make ſuch obſervations on the 


advantages that do accrue to us, by learning this 


IV. But before I proceed, it will be neceſſary oY 


20 adviſe you, never to think of attaining ſuch an 
Heavenly diſpoſition of mind, as the greateſt con- 
warnte of events cannot. alter nor ever to ex- 


pect 
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pect that ſweetneſs. of diſpoſition, the beauty of 
Which no circumſtances of - diſtreſs can deface, 
without . fully reſolved to withdraw your af- 
fections from the Vorld, and wholly to — in 
God; and intirely to depend upon him for what- 
ſoever you want or ſtand in need of. Neither 
are we to expect that peace ot mind and joy in 
heart, which ſurpaſſes all the underſtandings of 
men, without the ſincere practice of virtue and 
true goodneſs. For the nearer we approach to 
God in the imitation of all his moral — 
the more we ſhall be like him in the — frame 
and diſpoſition of our ſouls. _ - 

_ Likewiſe, we mult take great heed that we are 
not too ſwift in motion after the things of the 
world, leſt we become too warmly affected with 
them, or too much heated by them ; for the more 
powerfully they ſtrike our ſenſes; the harder it 
will be to be drawn from them; and the cloſer 
our affections are united to the creature, the 
greater will be our diſtance from our Creator. 

We muſt remember, that whoever is in friend- 
ſhip with the World, is at enmity with God; and 
that he who is an enemy to the world, is a friend 
to. God and his own 1 hap pineſs. If we 
would but ſeriouſly conſider of theſe things, we 
ſhould ſee great reaſon to looſen our affections 
from the world, and maol'y to quit the pleaſures 
and enjoyments of it. We ſhould no longer ſuffer 
ourſelves to be impoſed. upon by , ſuch things as 
will ſerve only to torment and vex us; things 
that will weary. us in our purſui: after them, but 
will never afford us that ſound, xeſt or ſolid peace 
which they promiſed us in the poſſeſſion of them; 
but will very often leave us in à much worſe con- 
dition than we were in before we had any ac- 
quaintance with them, and ſometimes they leave 

A laſting and moſt bitter ſting behind them. 43 
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If we would. be partakers of that inward ſatiſ- 
ſettled: temper of ſoul, which will 
appy in any circumſtances, we muſt lay 
4 — luſts and paſſions, 
e lar ſubjec 


t 
: By doing. fo, th of ou! 


diſturbers of our 
_ wounders of Our conſciences, will be 
4 great meaſure ſuppreſſed z and we ſhall be 
more at leiſure and better diſpoſed for the ſervice 
of God and Religion; and our hearts more at 
liberty, and freer for acts of virtue and goodneſs; 
more to attend to any means that is moſt 
likely to « Ger that happineſs which will endure 
for ever. For the ha an which terminates 
with time, is not the happineſs of ſpirits-fitted for 
* and therefore not our ſtriving 


Ir we would have nothing to obſtruct or hinder 
us, from cloſing with thoſe means that have a ten- 
dency to quicken our endeavours after real happi- 
neſs, we muſt keep our minds clear of all filthy 
images, and give no entertainment to evil imagina- 


tions, nor wicked deſires; we muſt purify the 


heart, that. fountain of corruption, from whence 


| thoſe impure ſtreams flow. And though we are 


not-ſufficient of ourſelves for this great work, yet. 
if we make the ſtrongeſt efforts we are able, God 
-will not be wanting to co-operate with us, that we 
may be capable of cleanſing our hearts, ſubduing 
our luſts, conquering our paſſions, and clearing our 
minds of all evil imaginations and wicked deſires. 
And if we perſevere in our duty, we ſhall be renew- 
ed in the ſpirit of our minds, and fin ſhall not get 


che dominion over us: For the blood of FeſusChrift, 


which: cleanſeth from all ſen, will be a cn Fm: to our 


rom the pol- 
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And if you would ſucceed in the performance 11 
of this great work, on which depends your preſent 1! | 
happineſs, and future felicity ; let me adviſe you | | 

not to begin it in your own ſtrength but firſt ear- uh! 
neſtly, and in a ſelf-diffident manner, addrefs your- 1 
ſelves in prayer to God, Who is a W 1 


fountain of goodneſs, that you may obtain ſuen 1 
communications of his grace, and the powerful ſi 

of his divine Spirit, as will produce in your I! | 
minds great humility, reſignatioh, and a full truſt 1 
and confidence in his mercy; a firm belief in the 4 
Saviour of the world, and a thorough reſolution to | 


obey his laws; without which you will never be 
able to rectify the heart, which is the ſource of diſ- 
orders; nor will that ſettled peace and tranquility 


of ſoul be ever attained by you. Therefore let us 1 
not begin God's work with the arm of fleſh nor I's 
offer to go forward in it in ourown ſtrength; for it 1 
we do, A. our endeavours, without his gracious aſ- uh 


ſiſtance, will ever prove fruitleſs and abortive. | | 
I thought it neceſſary, before I entred on my laſt 9 
head of diſcourſe, to caution you againſt the vani- | 
ties of the world, and the impoſſibility of obtaining "ny 
true peace of mind, while we depend on things be- 
low. For unleſs we are convinced of the danger 
and unhappineſs there is in truſting to the things 
of this life, we ſhall never be perſwaded to rely in- 
tirely upon God, from whom alone cometh real joy 
and true bleſſedneſs. 28 
Likewiſe, I have taken notice of the indiſpenſi- 
ble obligation there lies upon us, from the 1mpa- 
tency aß our natures, and the deceiveablineſs of 
earthly pleaſures, to go e to God, and 
humbly implore the gracious influences of his 
holy Spirit; that we may be able to cleanſe our 
— way of all vicious inclinations, apa evil deſires, 
hat pious thoughts and good reſolutions may 
take ſuch place in our fouls, as will vo only en 
| able 
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able us to remove all thoſe prejudices which we 
have conceived againſt internal peace; but will 
alſo make us willing to lay hold, and ready to 
entertain, all thoſe means which have a tendency 
to excite our diligence, and quicken our endea- 


vours after true ſatisfaction of mind, with chear- 


fulneſs and delight. 


I ſhall now proceed in the manner I propoſed, 
which was to make ſuch uſeful obſervations on 
the advantages that will accrue to us by learning 
this moſt comfortable leſſon of contentment, as 
will excite our endeavours after it. mo 

And the firſt obſervation that I ſhall make, will 
be this; that without contentment, that is, with- 
out being as perfectly ſatisfied as our preſent frail 
ſtate will admit of, we can have no true comfort 
or real pleaſure in this world; neither ſhall we 
have any inclination or leiſure to prepare for the 
next. 6 

For ſo long as we continue diſſatisfied with that 


| Nate or condition aſſigned us by providence, or 


are unwilling to ſubmit to it, or acknowledge his 
abſolute right to diſpoſe of us in ſuch a manner 
as his infinite and unerring wiſdom knows is beſt 
and moſt fit for us; our minds muſt neceſſarily 
remain reſtleſs and uneaſy, unwilling to perform 
either ſocial or moral duties ; and put quite be- 
ſides that compoſed and reſigned temper of ſoul, 
which is required of us in our addreſſes to the 

Theſe are ſome of the ſad effects of diſcontent : 
If we would but calmly and ſeriouſly conſider of 
them, we ſhould find them ſad indeed. For we 
not only loſe the enjoyment of what we have in 
this life, by being anxious after what we have not; 
but we are alſo incapaciated for the performance 
of thoſe duties which would gradually ay : 
9 or 


('41,) 
for the bleſſedneſs of the next; by the hurry and 
violence of our ungovernable paſſions after ſuch 
things as will rather forward and increaſe, than 
leflon or abate the diſquietude of our minds; but 
can never afford us any real comfort or ſatisfaction, 
when under any of the calamities and evils with 
which we are ſurrounded. | 
Again, ſober refleftions on the miſerable con- 
dition of ſuch perſons who know no pleaſures ſu- 
periour to theſe of ſence, are enough to convince 
us of the folly and unhappineſs ot all thoſe who 
are carried away with the fluctuating pleaſures - 
thereof, and are fo eager in their 4/7 250 after 
ſuch things, as experience proves to us, have it 
not in their power to ſatisfy the deſires of their 
minds; that they are become quite ſtrangers 
to intellectual delights ; and their fondneſs of 
earthly things, has left them no taſte or reliſh for 
heavenly things. | 
If unprejudiced reflections were made on theſe - 
things, we ſhould; ſoon find the condition of ſuch 
men to be miſerable indeed; for their happineſs 
always lies at a diſtance ; and it never conſiſts in 
what they have, but in what they have not. And 
the pleaſures which they propoſe to themſelves, 
are ſo precarious and uncertain, that they are not 
ſure they ſhall ever enjoy them. Bur ſuppoſing 
they were certain to participate of thoſe pleaſures 
they ſo earneſtly wiſh for, and unweariedly purſue 
after; yet, this they cannot be certain of, that 
they will not bring with them much more evil than 
good. For very often, the things that we have 
been the moſt deſirous of, and the moſt ſolicitoully 
concerned about ; we have had the greateſt reaſon 
to wiſh we had neyer given ourſelves any trouble 


after them, nor contracted any acquaintance with 
them. . | 
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Theſe conſiderations weighed impartially, 
would ſufficiently diſcover the miſery of the mind 
without contentment; and are enough to cure us 
of an inordinate love for the world; and to make 
us give over chaſing after the empty, unſatisfactory 
and fleeting pleaſures of life. Pleaſures, that are 
always in our expectations great, and ſhine with 
the brighteſt luſtre when at a diſtance , but leſſen 
when we make a near approach to them ; and are 
ſo far from anſwering the ideas we have formed of 
them, that if we happen to be poſſeſſed of them, 
they cften vaniſh, and come to nothing. - 

In ͤa word: Were the vanities of the world, 
and the inſtability of human affairs, with the bit- 
ter remembrance. of the troubles and difficulties 
we have met with in a cloſe purſuit after them, 
to make that deep impreſſion on our minds as 


they ought; they would make us retreat from the 


world; and retire immediately into ourſelves, and 
8 us upon learning this divine and heavenly 

eſſon; which would qualify us for any condition 
in life: And we ſhould be brought to have ſuch 
diſpoſitions as would make us proof againſt all 
the hardſhips and diſappointments thereof. A 
leſſon which, if well learned, will make us happy 
in the worſt circumſtance; and without it we ſhall 
be but miſerable in the beſt. 

Theſe obſervations do ſtrongly prove the mi- 
ſery of the mind, without inward ſubmiſſion to 
the will of God; and that men are inſenſibly led 
on to purſue their own ruin, who have too great 
an intimacy with the world. For it unſettles their 
minds, makes them ſtrangers to themſelves, and 


forgetful of their Creator; and entirely deſtitute 


of thoſe chaſte and excellent pleaſures which are 

peculiar to the ſoul of man. | | 
2dly, I ſhall now make ſome obſervations on 
the happineſs of the mind, with contentment :- 
h Content 


\ 


20 


( 43.) 

Content is the Gift of God; and not the certain 
effect of any thing here below: And the value 
of it is too great to be beſtowed on any, but ſuch 
as do with ſubmiſſion and humility diligently ſeek 
for it, and patiently wait for it; and are made 
truly ſenſible of its real worth and excellency. 
For it removes our uneaſineſſes, quiets our minds, 
reconciles us to every ſtate of life, baniſhes all 
murmuring and diſtruſtful thoughts of providence; 
ſets us above the reach of calumny or contempt 
makes the hardeſt yoke eaſy, and the heavieſt bur- 
den light. 

Whenever this divine gift is introduced into 
our hearts, we ſhall be no longer ſlaves to the al- 
lurements of the world; nor can we be taken 
captive by any of its enſnaring charms ; but we 
ſhall be at full liberty to diſcharge thoſe great du- 
ties of yirtue and religion, which will render us 
highly acceptable to a gracious God, and every 
way pleaſant and agreeable to all good men. Du- 
ties that will purity and refine our minds, and 


make them fit to dwell with immortal ſpirits ; 


and to have an eternal reſt with angels, and the 
ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. | 
This heavenly gift, whenever we come to the 
enjoyment of it, will bring us to the free uſe of 
dur reaſon, put us upon our- guard, and make us 
watch againſt the ſudden emotions of our minds ; 
that we ſhall not be ſo apt to break out into anger 
at every croſs accident we may meet with; nor be 
diſcompoſed at every injury that may be offered 
us, For it will take off the roughneſs of our 


tempers, make our paſſions ſmooth and even; and 


we ſhall be happy within ourſelves, and a pleaſure 
to all around us. 


This virtuous diſpoſition of mind, forms the 
ſoul for every condition in life ; and when it has 
got poſſeſſion of our hearts, we ſhall no longer be 


inquiring, 
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(44). 
abroad after happineſs; but looking for it where 
it is moſt likely to be found; that is, at home, 
within ourſelves; and there we ſhall find our true 
happineſs lies; we ſhall then experience, that all 
our ſearches for it in things without will ever prove 

vain and ineffectual. * 1 
We ſhall then diſcover the folly of placing our 
affections on the world; and the wiſdom of look- 
ing with an indifferency on every thing here be- 
low : We {hall then behold with delight the hap- 
pineſs of fixing our minds ſteadfaſtly on God, and 
depending intirely upon him for all the bleſſings 
we enjoy, or hope for; and humbly ſubmitting 
ourſelves to his good pleaſure ; for therein con- 

fiſts our trueſt intereſt and greateſt felicity. 

We ſhall then be thoroughly ſatisfied and eaſy 
with any ſtate or condition, be it ever ſo mean; 
and not envious at the proſperity of others, be 
they ever ſo great: We fhall become ſo firmly 
perſuaded of God's goodneſs and protection, from 
the many inſtances we have had of his love, and 
his readineſs to relieve us in our greateſt dangers, 
that we ſhall fear no evils. But in all our diſ- 
treſſes we ſhall have recourſe to him for ſuccour ; 
and in the time of the heavieſt affliction, we ſhall 
fly immediately to him for refuge ; not doubting 
but in his good time we ſhall have a happy de- 
liverance, or meet with ſeaſonable relief, that will 

keep us from ſinking under the weight of them. 
Finally, The contented man looks upon ſin as 
the worſt of evils; and dreads nothing ſo much 
as its fatal conſequences. He is ſenſible that it 
will lie like a heavy weight upon the mind, and 
preſs down the foul, that it cannot ſoar aloft : It 
will ſpoil all his pleaſures, and ſhorten all his en- 
Jjoyments. As to this world, he looks upon it as 
really what it is, the ſeat of diſappointments ; 
therefore he takes things as he finds them, and 
| though 


a (45 * | 
though he is aſſured he ſhall meet with much To 
rough way, bad weather, ill treatment from wick- - | 
ed and deſigning men, many inſults from rude if 

_ paſſengers as he paſſes along in the road of life; 0 
and for no other reaſon, but becauſe he is in- I 
flexibly reſolved not to leave the narrow and ſure ih 
path of Virtue, to walk in the broad and ſlippery 
way of Vice; remembring, that it cannot be lon 
before he ſhall be at his journey's end. For 4851 | 
like the friendly angel which delivered St Peter 
out of priſon, will releaſe his immortal ſpirit, and 

ſet it free from his tabernacle of earth; and then 
it will take its flight into the glorious realms of 
light and immortality ; where it ſhall dwell in an - 
uninterrupted ſtate of bliſs; and his days of 1 
mourning ſhall be over: His wearied ſoul ſhall 'F 

for ever enjoy an eternal reſt, in the preſence of | 
that God who ſhall wipe away all tears from his 
eyes, and remove every ſorrow from his heart ; 1 
pain and ſictneſs, ſorrow and crying, ſhall be no more. | \1 
The ſun ſhall not ſcorch him by day, nor the moon | 
freeze lim by night. For the Lord God will be his | 

 everlaſtins light and life, and he ſhall reign with him 1 
for ever and ever. Ns | 4 

This is the true foundation of a Chriſtian's com- 
fort and ſupport; in the midſt of all the troubles 
and calamities which he meets with here and be- | 
low, he can look up to an eternity of joy and un- | 
mixed pleaſures above, | | 
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I have now done with what I propoſed: And if 
theſe obſervations were impregnated with a divine ll. 
warmth on our hearts, we ſhould no longer put off 10 
the learning this great and important leſſon; but 
immediately ſet about it, aſſiduouſly apply our- 
ſelves, to it, with a firm reſolution of perſevering 
in it, till we have truly learned in whatſoever ſtate 
we are in, to be therewith content. 5 
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- To. conclude : Let us ub are of the day, be 
ſaber ; thay is, let us, who enjoy the glorious light 
of the goſpel, provoke nat God to withdraw it 
from us, by depreciating his beneficence; or re- 
viling his adminiſtration in the government of the 
world; or murmuring, or complaining of his 
providence, for not humouring us in our wicked - 
neſs, and indulging us in our extravagancies. But 
if we would have this great and invaluable bleſ- 
ſing continued to us, let us often call to mind the 
inconceiveable greatneſs of God's love in beſtow- 
ing it on us; who were always acting in direct 
oppoſition to him, and living in open rebellion 
againſt him; and then, inſtead of reproaching his 
providence, or calling in queſtion his wiſdom and 
goodneſs, we ſhall ſee the greateſt reaſon to reve- 
rence and adore him, for . the moſt com- 
paſſionate and tender regard for our ſpiritual and 
eternal welfare, when we took none for ourſelves ; 
and for ſparing us, who juſtly deſerved to be pu- 
niſned, when he might have cut us off in the 
midſt of our grievous crimes, and repeated pro- 
vocations; and have commanded us immediately 
to appear before him, at his judgment ſeat. 

In fine: Let us humbly ſubmit ourſelves to 
God, and we ſhall find that nothing will turn 
more to our advantage than an entire ſubmiſſion 
to his will, and an univerſal obedience to his laws; 
acknowledging his juſtice in all his proceedings 
with us; then may we depend upon him without 
fear, and rely upon him without any danger of 
being deceived. He bears an everlaſting love to 
us, and is always concerned for our preſent and 
future felicity. God is an immutable, Being, and 
in all his purpoſes of goodneſs, unchangeable; the 
ſame yeſterday, ta day, and for ever; therefore, who- 
ever chearfully reſigns himſelf to the will of the 
Almighty, and is content with that ſtation his 
2 provi- 


(47 ) 
providence has placed him in, ſhall have the erer- 
nal God for his refuge, and underneath him will be his 
everlaſting arms ; that will keep him from falli 
into the midſt of thoſe many evils with which he 
is ſurrounded; and preſerve him from becoming 
a prey to the fury of his enemies. 20 


Let us remember the ſhortneſs of life; the cer- 


tainty of death ; and that it cannot be long before 
the King of Terrors will be upon us, and ſum- 
mon us immediately to appear before the awful 
| tribunal of God. Let us frequently reflect on the 
miſeries of thoſe, who ſhall be found at that day 
to have forfeited their right to his favour, and 
have loſt their title to that happineſs which will 


endure for ever; by ſpeaking contemptuouſly of 


his providence, or impeaching his juſtice ; queſ- 
tioning his goodneſs, or caſting contempt on his 
wiſe and juſt adminiſtration. * 

If our hearts were really affected with theſe 
things, we ſhould the more readily acquieſce in 
obedience to the divine will, then would our af- 
fections ſoon be diſengaged from the world; and 
we ſhould be more in earneſt ſeeking after God, 
continually imploring his favour, and endeavour- 
ing to obtain his grace; that we might be able to 
mortify all our corrupt actions, and ſubdue every 
diforderly paſſion that may ſtand in our way, to 
obſtruct our motions, or retard our 3 in 
the chriſtian life. Such thoughts as theſe would 
fix in our minds a juſt ſenſe of our frail and un- 
certain ſtate, as well as the impotency and weak- 
neſs of our natures, if attended to; fo as would 
make us truly ſenſible, that the ſtrongeſt efforts 
we are capable of making towards obtaining in- 
ward peace and tranquillity of ſoul, without the 
divine concurrence, will ever prove fruitleſs and 

unſucceſsful. a 
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Therefore let us, in a firm perſuaſion of God's 
goodneſs, and a juſt ſenſe of our unworthineſs, 
addreſs ourſelves to him, humbly beſeeching him 
to pardon our ſins, and to cleanſe our ſouls from 
the defilements of them, with the blood of his 
ſon; that theſe implacable enemies of our peace, 
may be waſhed away; then we need not doubt 
but God will freely beſtow upon us the powerful 
and quickning influences of his grace ; by which 


we ſhall not only be inabled to paſs through this 


vale of miſery, with a degree of pleajure and de- 
light; but alſo at the end of it, he will conduct 
us ſafely into that everlaſting Kingdom of reſt and 
peace, where we ſhall be fix'd in a tabernacle of 
unmix'd pleaſures, by the Captain of our ſalva- 
tion, who will place us beyond the reach of dan- 
gers; preſerve us from all evil, and keep us fate 
under his protection, that we may be carried 
through the boundleſs circle of divine delights to 
all eternity. I ſhall now cloſe this diſcourſe with 
an excellent collect of our church. 


O Almighty God, who alone canſt order the 
unruly wills and affections of ſinful men; Grant 
unto thy people, that they may love the thing 
which thou commandeſt, and deſire that which 


thou doſt promiſe : that ſo among the ſundry and 


manifold changes of the world, our hearts may 
ſurely there be fixed, where true joys are to be 
found, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


New the God of peace, that brought again from the 
dead our Lord Jeſus, that great ſhepherd of the 


 _ ſheep, through the blood of the everlaſting cove- 


nant, make you perfect in every good work to do 
his will; working in you that which is <well- 
pleaſing in his fight, through Feſus Chriſt, to 
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
SELECT. 
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Ejaculatory Sentences, 


UR help cometh from thee, O 
Lord! who haſt made heaven and 
Comfort the ſouls of thy ſervants; 
for unto thee, O Lord! do we 
— = lift up our ſouls. oP 
In thee do we put our truſt all the day long; 
let us not be ELIA, 

- Gracious is the Lord and righteous : yea our 
God is merciful.  _ | 

Turn again then unto 8 O my ſoul! 


for the Lord hath rewarded t | 

I found trouble and heavineſs, and I called 
upon the name of the Lord: O Lord! I beſeech 
thee deliver my Soul. | 

The righteous cry and the Lord heareth them, 
and faveth them out of all their troubles. _ 

Bleſſed are the people whoſe God is the Lord 
Jehovah, and bleſſed are the folk that he. hath 
choſen to himſelf to be his Inheritance. 

The Lord is my ſtrength and my ſhield, my 
heart hath truſted in him, and I am helped. 

I will be glad and rejoyce in thy mercy, for 
thou haſt conſider'd my trouble, and haſt known 
my ſoul in adverſities. 


My 


— — ͥ́ꝗ— — 


(a-); 

My ſoul ſhall make her boaſt in the Lord: the 
humble ſhall hear thereof and be glad. 

The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a 
broken heart, and faveth ſuch as be of a contrite 
ſpirit. 

, Wait on the Lord, be of good courage, and he 
ſhall ſtrengthen thine heart. 


. 
= } 


For the high and lofty one that inhabits. eter- 
nity, whoſe name is holy, and who dwells in the 
high and holy place does not diſdain to dwell with 
him that is of-a contrite and humble ſpirit, to re- 
vive the ſpirit of the humble, and to relieve the 
hearts of the ſorrowful ones, 


A Prayer for Contentment. 


FAY Lord! root out of my ſoul all that original 
| corruption which is the fountain of all evils; 
cleanſe by thy holy Spirit that impure heart, from 
whence proceeded all wicked thoughts, and evil 
deſires. Learn me, in whatever ſtate I am, there- 
with to be content. Let me envy no one his 
gifts or poſſeſſions. Keep me from a worldly, 
and a covetuous heart. Let me ever remember, 
that godlineſs with contentment is great gain: 
and that it is my duty to be fatisfied, if I have 
only food and raiment. And even though I ſhould 
ſometimes want theſe ; ſuffer me not to murmur 
_ againſt thy divine providence; nor attempt to 

procure them by unlawful means; but. patiently 
wait on thee, in humble and conſtant Prayer : 
And thus do thou, moſt gracious God! write all 
thy divine laws in my heart; for the ſake. of 
, wa Chriſt, my bleſſed Lord and Saviour. 

en. ne 


A Prayer 


(53) ; 
A Prayer for fixing the mind Readfaſftly on 
b God. 


M Lmighty God ! who art the only and ſu- 
LN preme F of the ſoul of man; without 
the enjoyment of whom, ſhe muſt for ever dwell in 
diſquietude and trouble; fix all the thoughts and 
affections of my ſoul upon thee, who alone canſt 
ſatisfy all her deſires, and give her a peace that 
paſſeth all underſtanding. I have ſufficiently ex- 
perienced the incapacity of all earthly enjoy ments, 
to make me happy; and the deſires, of my ſoul 
after them return back into my breaſt empty, or 
diſſatisfied with thoſe many diſappointments they 
have met with; and are ſtill craving ſomething 
beyond all the pleaſures of this life, to fill my 
appetites with perfect ſatisfaction. Nothing but 
thee, and the enjoyment of thee, is able to do this. 
O!] let my thoughts, my deſires, and all the af- 
fections of my ſoul, meet with unſpeakable ſatiſ- 
faction in thee, the only Author and Fountain of 
happineſs, Let them = above the ſordid and 
empty pleaſures of this world; and wing my foul 
in its flight 2 to that perfect ſtate of bliſs, 
where thou ſhalt communicate thyſelf to her, in 
ſuch meaſures of thy Spirit, that ſhe ſhall have 
nothing more to deſire; nothing to diſappoint 
her appetites; nothing to make her uneaſy ; but 
thou ſhalt be all in all; and the ſight of thee, and 


thy glory be her greateſt and endleſs happineſs, 
to all eternity. Amen. 


A Prayer to enable us to place all our Truſt 
and Confidence in God. | 


E humbly beſeech thee, O Father! mer- 
cifully to look upon our infirmities; and 

for the glory of thy name, turn from us all thoſe 
| | evils 
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evils that we moſt righteouſly have deſerved ; and 
grant, that in all our troubles we may put our 
whole truſt and confidence in thy mercy ; and 
evermore ſerve-thee, in holineſs and pureneſs of 
living; to thy honour and glory; through our 
only Mediator and Advocate, Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. 


A Prayer to God fer removing the Evils we 
feel, and preventing thoſe we fear. 


God, merciful Father! that deſpiſeſt not the 
ſiging of a contrite heart; nor the deſires 
of ſuch as be ſorrowful; Mercifully aſſiſt our 
Prayers that we make before thee, in all trou- 
bles and adverſities, whenſoever they oppreſs us: 
and graciouſly hear us, that thoſe evils which the 
craft and ſubtility of the devil, or man worketh 
againſt us, be brought to nought; and by the 
providence of thy goodneſs they may be diſ- 
perſed; that we thy ſervants being hurt by no 
perſecutions, may evermore give thanks unto 
thee in thy holy church, through Jeſus Chriſt out 
Lord. Amen. : 


A Prayer for G race, to enable us to withland 


"Temptations. 


Lmighty God ! in whoſe hands are the hearts 

of men; and from whom - cometh every 
good and perfect Gift; in mercy look down upon 
us, who of ourſelves cannot do. any thing that is 
good without thee : Thou knoweſt what we are; 
arid remembreſt whereof we are made; and how 
apt we are to forget it : Let thy goodneſs derbi 
all our defects; and thy mercy help our infirmi- 
ties: make us ſuch maſters of our paſſions, that 
AIR 55 VF 
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the harſheſt diſpenſations of thy providence, may 


never be unealy to us; nor. any provocations 
from men, ever hurry us to rage or impatience z 
but amidſt the many ſevere trials we meet with 
here, teach us to preſerve a calm and eaſy temper; 
ſpirit ſerene and gentle, and eaſy to be entreated. 
Root out that pride and vanity that cleaves ſo 
cloſe to our corrupted natures z and give us that 
meek and humble temper of mind, that will be 
of great price in the ſight of thee, our God ! And 
render us uſeful and acceptable unto men. Give 
us ſuch a ſenſe of thy wiſdom, and our own folly, 
that we may always think thoſe circumſtances beſt 
for us that thou appointeſt ; and the worſt con- 
dition we can be in, much better than we deſerve; 
that we may entirely reſign ourſelves to thy will 
and conduct; and be content in whatſoever ſtate 
thou art pleaſed to place us in. Finally we be- 
ſeech thee, that thou wouldſt not ſuffer the temp- 
tations of intemperance to prevail upon us; nor 
our appetites ever to enſnare us: Do thou teach 
us ſobriety and moderation ; and ſo conſtantly aſ- 
ſiſt us, that amidſt all the allurements ta riot and 
exceſs,” our bodies may be preſerved pure and un- 
defiled, as temples of the holy Ghoſt; for the 


ſake of our bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer, Amen. 

God from whom all holy deſires, all good 
O counſels, and all juſt works do proceed; 
Give unto thy ſervants that peace which the world 
cannot give; that doth our hearts may be ſet to 
obey thy commandments, and alſo that by thee, 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies, 


may paſs our time in reſt and quietneſs, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. | 


A Prayer fer Peace, 


4 4 Prayer 


(56) 


4 88 for Acceptance with God." 


God ! the ſtrength of all them that put their 
truſt in thee, mercifully accept our Prayers; 
and becauſe, through the weakneſs of our 8 
natures, we can do no good thing without thy aſ- 
as Hb grant us the help of 15 grace, that in 
ng thy commandment we may pleaſe thee 
bk in will and deed; through Jeſus Chriſt. 


A * for Grace, to enable us to withfrand 
| Temptations. 


Lord! we beſeech thee give us grace to 

withſtand the temptations of the world, the 
fleſh, and the devil; and with a pure heart and 
mind to follow thee, the only true God, through 
Jeſus 9 our Lord. Anen. 


A Confe e. 


Lmighty God! Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, Maker of all things, Judge of all 
men; We do acknowledge and deſire to bewail 
our manifold ſins and wickedneſſes, which we 
from time totime moſt grievouſly have committed, 
by thought, word, and deed, againſt thy divine 
Majeſty; provoking moſt juſtly thy wrath and 
indignation againſt us. We do {ſincerely repent ; 
and deſire to be heartily ſorry for theſe our miſ- 
doings ; that the remembrance of 'them may be 
grievous unto us, for the burden of them is in- 
_ tolerable. Have mercy upon us, moſt merciful 
Father! for thy Son, our Lord Jefus Chriſt's 
fake, forgive us all that is paſt; and grant that 
We ep ever hereafter ſerve and pleaſe thee, in 
newneſz 


AG 3-7, is 
ne wneſs of life to the honout and glory of thy 
name, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


A Prayer for Pardon of Sin. 


Lord | we beſeech thee, mercifully hear out 

. prayers; and ſpare all thoſe who confeſs 

their ſins unto thee; that they whoſe conſciences 

by ſin ate accuſed, by thy merciful pardon, may 

bf ad through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
1. | 


— 


— 


Morning Prayer for @ Family. 


0 Lord God I that heareſt Prayers, and att 
nigh to all them that call upon thee in faith; 
having thy ears open to a world of creatures, that 
continually depend upon thee ! As we are moved 
y our own-neceſlities, ſo are we encouraged b 

the daily experience of thy mercies, {till to ſheſ: 
ter ourſelves under the ſhadow of thy wings; and 
to continue our ſupplications at the throne of 
Grace. And we beg of thee; who faſhioneſt all 
the hearts of the ſons of men; that thou wilt 
prepare our ſouls to come into thy holy preſence; 
19 to call upon thy bleſſed name, in a manner 
due and acceptable. O ! Pour upon us the Spirit 
of grace, and of ſupplication : And let thy good 
Spirit Help our infirmities, and teach us to pray; 
and to aſk ſuch things as are every way agreeable 
to thy vill, and moſt advantageous to our ſouls. 

We have taken upon us to ſpeak unto thee, the 
ſovereign Majeſty of heaven and earth; we who 
are but ſinful duſt and aſhes; that have too juſt 
cauſe to be afraid, leſt our great and manifold ſins 
ſhould provoke thee to hide thy face from us, 
and to ſhut up thy * kindneſs in diſpleaſure 


againſt 


* - 


» 
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againſt us : For we have done fooliſhly, and wick- 
ecly, in not hearkning to the calls of thy word; 
nor obeying the motions of thy Spirit. Our ini- 
quities. are increaſed over our heads; our fins are 
become a ſore burden; too grievous and heavy 
for us to bear. They are infinite in number; 
for which if thou, O Lord! ſhouldſt enter into 
judgment with us, we could not anſwer thee one 
of a thouſand: But muſt lay our hands upon 
our mouths and plead nothing but guilty! having 
our whole dependance upon thy mercy. 
O O God! be merciful to us, miſerable ſinners ; 
for his ſake whom thou haſt exhalted to be a 
Prince, and a Saviour, to give repentance to thy 
people, and forgiveneſs of their ſins : Be merci- 
ful to us, we pray thee, and heal our ſouls, that 
have greatly ſinned. againſt thee. O!] heal vur 
backſlidings; renew our repentance ; confirm our 
hearts in hh true fear and love; and eſtabliſh our 
goings in 5 holy ways; that we may not be ſo 
wavering, and inclinable to turn from our duty, 
after thou, in great mercy, haſt ſpoken peace to 
our ſouls; but may go on conquering, and to 
conquer, all the enemies of our ſalvation, till they 
ſhall be intirely bruiſed under our feet. 

O thou God of all Grace ! bring ſuch thoughts 
to our minds, and fix ſuch conſiderations, ſo 
powerfully on our hearts, as thou knoweſt moſt 
effectual to prevail with us to do thy will; and 
to keep us in the performance of our duty; till 
thou receive us into the bleſſed kingdom of th 
glory: And in the mean time, ſanctity to us all 
thy dealings with us, Bleſs us in all ous under- 
' takings, and in all conditions of life: Make us 
humble in an high eſtate ; contended in a low 
one; and duly careful of our ſouls in all; fol- 
| lowing after things now, which will bring us true 

peace and comfort at the laſt, 3 
| | ng Diſpoſe 
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Diſpoſe of us, we beſeech thee, our God! and 
of all that concerns us this day, to the glory of 


thy name. O! keep us at all times, and in all 


laces and companies, from the evil of fin; and 


rom all other evils, to which the greatneſs of 
our ſins do make us liable. And alle thou, O 


heavenly Father! the gracious charge, guidances 


and govetnment of us; and ſo lead us here in all 
our ways with thy counſel, that hereafter thou 


mayſt receive us into thy glory, through thy ten- 
der mercies, and our Saviour's abundant merits ; 


in whoſe own words, we beg all things needful 
for ourſelves and others at thy hands : 
Our Father, &c. 


a 


Evening Prayer for a Family. 


Lord, the great and glorious God! infinite 


in power, wiſdom, and goodneſs; the 


Maker and preſerver, Ruler and Diſpoſer of us, 


and of all the world; Thou haſt created all things 


by thine almighty hand, and ordereſt all that 
thou haſt made, by thy wile and righteous pro- 
vidence; and thy mercy is everlaſting, and over 
all thy works. 'O! who is able to expreſs or 
conceive the exceeding riches of that grace and 
goodneſs of the Lord, which in ſuch a plentiful 
meaſure does ſtill deſcend upon frail ſinful crea- 
rures, who deſerve nothing 8 thee, but to be 
ſeverely puniſhed by thee! This day, O Lord! 


we have taſted largely of thy mercy, and lived 


altogether upon thy fatherly care and bounty. 
But notwithſtanding thy patience, and all the 


repeated pledges of thy favour and kindneſs to 


us; O how ill have we requited thy love ! What 
unſuitable returns have we made for all thine un- 
ſpeakable mercies vouchſafed unto us | We are 

| amazed 


- 


amazed at. the multitude of our ſins, that we hav! 
committed againſt the light and teachings of thy 
goſpel; 1 the dictates and ſtrivings of thy 
Spirit, and the love and ſufferings of thy Son; 
againſt all the patience and long forbearance which 
thou haſt exerciſed towards us; and againſt the 
many methods and mercies which thou, from 
time to time, haſt made uſe of, in order to make 
us ſuch as thy word requires we ſhould be. O 
Lord! we have given thee ſo great provocation, 
that we are afraid leſt thou ſhouldſt forſake us ut- 
terly, and cauſe the day of thy patience to be at 
an end with us; and grant us no more of the 
grace which we have ſo greatly abuſed ; no more 
of the holy Spirit, that we have ſo frequently re- 
ſiſted, And what have we now but judgment to 
expect from thee, O Lord! but that thy mercy 
rejoices over judgment; and thy word affures us, 
that thou delighteſt not in the death of ſinners; 
but rather that they ſhould turn to thee, and live. 
Therefore thou leaveſt us theſe opportunities to 
appear before thee; to plead with our God for 
the everlaſting life of our ſouls, that have ſinned 
N thee. And what have we to plead, O 
bleſſed Lord! but thine own gracious goodneſs, 
and mercitul inclinations to fave returning peni- 
tents ? Thou haſt ſent thine only ſon to be our 
almighty Saviour : and he that did no fin, was 
manifeſted to take away our fins. For his fake, 
be thou pleaſed to ſpare us, and forgive us. Turn 
away thy wrath from us : receive us to thy fa- 
vour; and comfort us with a well-grounded per- 
ſuaſion, that our many and great fins are par- 
doned. 5 „ IP 
And becauſe, ſuch is the frailty of our nature, 
that without thy Grace we cannot do any thing 
that is good; O! grant us the help of thy divine 
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power, and ſuch aſſiſtance of thy bleſſed Spirit, as 
may fortify us againſt all temptations ; and make 
us diligent and faithful in thy ſervice. And be 
pleaſed, O Lord | to manifeſt thyſelf to our fonts, 
and make ſuch diſcoveries to us of thy will, that 
we may have a right knowledge of thee, the only 
true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. 
Give us power from on high, to enable us to per- 
form our duty according to that degree of light 
which thou haſt pleaſed to impart unto us; that 
we may not hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs: but 
may walk as children of the light, and of the day. 
Let us not only be almoſt, but altogether ſuch as 
thou wouldſt have us to be. Then ſhall we have 
cauſe to give thee praiſe and glory to all eternity. 
Which things we beg not only for ourſelves, 
but for all who are partakers of the ſame com- 
mon nature with us; eſpecially for thy whole 
Church, whereſoever diſperſed, or howſoever diſ- 
treſſed, over the face of the whole earth: for our 
ſovereign Lord King Groxox, and all the Royal 
Family; for our Rulers and Counſellors; for our 
Miniſters and Teachers; for our Relations and 
Neighbours; our Friends and Benefactors; and 
for all thy afflicted ſervants ; whatſoever their 
trials and troubles may be. O] ſupply all their 
wants, and fulfil all their deſires, as is moſt agree- 
able to tay heavenly wiſdom ; for thy mercy's 
fake, in Chriſt Jeſus. 8 | 
Thou, Lord! art the great Preſerver of men; 


who haſt bleſſed us this day, and all our days: 


praiſed be thy name for all thy goodneſs, which 
wie have ſo long experienced. Make us ſenſible 
ho greatly we are obliged to thee. Take care of 
us, O Lord! and be good to us this night: give 

us comfortable repoſe in our beds, and everlaſt- 
ing reſt in our ſouls, in thyſelf. And be thou 
our God and Guide: Our Hope and Help: Our 


Joy 


: r 
Joy and Comfort; and all in all to us, this night 
and for evermore. nen | 
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The general Thankſgiving. 


Lmighty God Father of all mercies, we 
thine unworthy ſervants do give the moſt 
humble and hearty thanks for all thy goodneſs 
and loving kindneſs to us, and to all men. We. 
bleſs thee for our creation, preſervation, and all 
the bleſſings of this life; but above all, for thine 
ineſtimable love in the redemption of the world, 
by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; for the means of grace; 
and for the hope of glory. And we beſeech thee, 
give us that due ſenſe of all thy mercies, that 
our hearts may be unfeignedly- thankful ; and 
that we may ſhew forth thy praiſe, not only with 
our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourſelves. 
to thy ſervice ; and by walking before thee in ho- 
lineſs and righteouſneſs all our days, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord; to whom with, thee, and the holy 

Ghoſt be all honour and glory, world withoutend. 


* 


A Prayer for Contrition. $ 
A Lmighty and everlaſting God ! who hateſt - 
A nothing that thou - haſt made; and doſt 
orgive the ſins of all them that are penitent z 
Create and make in us new and contrite hearts; 
that we worthily lamenting our ſins, and ac- 
knowledging our wretchedneſs, may obtain of 
_ thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remiſſion and 
| yds through Jeſus Chriſt - our Lord. 


A Prayer 


(63) 
A Prayer for Sanfification, 


Av Lord, and everlaſting God! 
| vouchſafe, we beſeech thee, to direct, ſanc- 

tify and govern both our hearts and bodies, in the 
ways of thy laws, and in the works of thy com- 
mandments; that through thy moſt mighty pro- 
tection, both here and ever, we may be preſerved 
in body and ſoul, through our Lord yk Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


A Prayer very proper to be uſed at the conclu- 
ion of either Morning or Evening Prayer. 


Almighty God ! who haſt promiſed to hear 

the-petitions of them that aſk in thy Son's 
name; we beſeech thee mercifully to incline thine 
ears to us, that have made now our prayers 
and ſupplications unto Thee; and grant that 
thoſe —— which we have faithfully aſked ac- 
cording to thy will, may effectually be obtained 
to the relief of our neceſſity, and to the 7 . 
forth thy glory; through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Tue grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
love of God, and the fellowſhip of the Holy 
Ghoſt, be with us all evermore. Amen, 


A MID- 
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Guard me ye powers divine; ; 
| And pleas'd W ye demand my life, 
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MIDNIGHT HYMN, 

or | | 
23G dd. 
more 3 ardiſappointments 


Rowing tears my fate controul, 


Or — woes — 5 
Adverlity is is virtue's ſchool _ 
To thoſe who right diſcern, 


Let me obſerve each _ rule, 


| And each hard leflon le 


I... | 
When winter's clouds obſcure the 252. 
And heaven the earth deform; 
If fix d the ſtrong foundation lie, 


I be caſtle braves the ſtorm. 
Thus fix'd on faith's unfailing rock, 
Let me endure a while; 


Misfortune's rude im us ſhock, 
And glory in my — Ha | 


e 
Ill fortune cannot always laſt, 


Oh! tho! it ſhould remain; 


Yet I each painful moment haſte 


A better world to gain, 
Where calamities no more ſhall wound, 
Nor faithleſs friends deſtroy ; 


Where innocence and truth are crown'd, 
With never-fading joy. 
IV. 
Tumultuous days and reſtleſs Ns, 


be guilty ever knows; 


A ſtranger to the calm delights, 
Of ſtudy and repoſe. | 
Keep me from envy care and ſtrife, 


— é | 
NIX. 


